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The Studebaker on this month’s cover is the 1963 GT Hawk owned by Conestoga Chapter 

members John & Joan Murphy.  John sent in a little more info about his Hawk. 

Joan and I have owned the car for 3 years and we are the third owner. The build order 

shows Nov. 13, 1962 and it was sold to the original Cincinnati owner on Sep. 13, 1963.  

It was purchased a year later at an estate sale by the second owner, and was in his family 

for the next 47 years. The odometer shows 54,610 which we believe is accurate. This car 

has the original 289 V8 engine with 3 speed manual transmission and is mostly original 

throughout including interior. It runs on replica 6.70 X 15 Firestone Champion tires. 

Welcome to Spring! Hopefully the winter months are in the rear-view mirror and we can get on with some 

warm weather activities. I was able to get my GT Hawk out for some spring driving and so did John Murphy. 

John sent in some great pictures of his Hawk for this month’s cover. Speaking of GT Hawks, congratulations 

to Conestoga Chapter member Steve Doerschlag for his stunning GT Hawk making the cover of the April 

Turning Wheels. This issue of the Western Outlook contains the information for the annual Conestoga 

Chapter Birthday Party at Mount Vernon Country Club. If you plan to attend, please contact Rex or Ray be-

fore May 11, so they can give Mount Vernon a count on how many members will attend. I have also includ-

ed the flyer to join the Western Wheels Chapter at the weekend event in Kearney, NE on the weekend of 

July 18-20. It is never too early to start planning summer trips like this. I have also been asked to include the 

membership form for members to use to renew their chapter dues. This form is also helpful to print out 

and keep a few with you. If you contact a potential new member, just give them the form and  we can get 

them signed up.  

Rick 
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Gertrude (Gertie) Ellen Crowley Davis was born on July 24, 1929 in Deadwood, South Dakota.  

She was the daughter of Edward and Katherine (Merow) Crowley and had 2 siblings (Arthur and 

James).  She attended the first 8 grades at the local one room school, O’Neill, and then later at-

tended Lead High School.  She worked at the Deadwood Hospital during high school and chose a 

nursing career after that experience.  She traveled to Denver and went to nursing school through 

Denver General Hospital.  She received her certificate of nursing from the University of Colorado 

on June 9, 1951.  Her first job was as head nurse, Male Medicine, at Denver General Hospital.   

She met William Davis, Jr. through a friend.  They were married on October 14, 1951.  They had 2 

daughters Gwenn and Gail.  She was active as a room mother and in PTA during elementary 

school years.  She returned to work at Keebler cookie factory in the late ‘60s and later was a 

school nurse with the Denver Public School system.  She began working at Mountain Bell (later 

U.S. West) as an occupational health nurse in 1975.  There she received her Nurse Practitioner 

degree and retired from U.S. West in February of 1990.   

She enjoyed baking and traveling with her family.  There were many trips in the “camper”.  She 

later enjoyed these same activities with her grandchildren (Melisa, Carol, and Neal Guthrie and 

Meghan Callaghan).  They lived north of Denver in the early years and later moved to Arvada.  

They moved to Golden in the mid 70’s.  In later years Bill and Gertie were active in various local 

car clubs.  They took their Studebaker cars to many events.  They traveled to car shows including 

the Glidden Tours.  

She passed over to the Lord on March 12, 2014.  She will return to Lead, South Dakota for burial.   

We wish to thank the staff at Bayada and at Silverado who helped care for her in her later 

months.  Please send contributions to your favorite charity rather than flowers. 

 

Long time Conestoga Chapter member Gertie Davis passed away on March 12, 2014 

The following was submitted by her daughter Gail 
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In driving around the Denver metro area there are definite signs that Spring has arrived with daf-

fodils, tulips and fruit trees beginning to blossom. March 23rd was a very pleasant, warm day for 

our last club gathering. In conjunction with the Walter P. Chrysler Club, we had 55 attendees of 

which, 32 were Conestoga folks! Unfortunately, there were only 8 Studebakers which were driv-

en to the event. (Sad face....) Alrighty now- no excuses; if the weather is agreeable, let's please get 

those Studes out and DRIVE them!!  

Sunday, April 27th we'll be taking a tour of Celestial Seasonings tea production facility in Gunbar-

rel, take a break for lunch in neighboring Niwot and then drop back down to Gunbarrel to visit 

the Leanin' Tree Greeting Card Company and tour their museum & extensive sculpture collection. 

Should be a fun day! 

Also be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, May 18th as we are once again graciously hosted 

by Conestoga members Ray & Catherine Petros for our 18th Annual Mount Vernon Country Club 

Luncheon & Conestoga Birthday Party (Oooo boy- cake & ice cream!!). 

As discussed with those present at our March meeting, please, please RSVP by the deadline re-

quested for each event as a courtesy to not only the event organizer, but also to our hosting ven-

ues. It is extremely frustrating and disrespectful to those who put a lot of effort and work into 

planning great activities for everyone, only to receive a majority of the RSVP's after the deadline, 

and in several instances, the day before an event. We want lots of participation and also to have a 

fun & enjoyable experience for everyone involved!  

Now is the time to start getting the Studebakers dusted off, gassed up and ready to drive. Hope to 

see many of you April 27th AND May 18th! 

Christof 

        Conestoga Members at Helga’s Restaurant  



Hello SDC Members, 

April’s Conestoga Chapter meeting on Sunday the 27th will begin at Celestial Seasonings Tea Co., 

located at 4600 Sleepy Time Dr. in Gunbarrel.  We will need to be there at 11:00am in preparation 

for our tour.  After Celestial Seasonings, we will caravan up to the Garden Gate Café in Niwot for 

lunch at 1pm. (To preview their menu, visit: http://www.thegardengatecafe.com )Following lunch 

we will return the short distance to Gunbarrel for a visit to the Leanin’ Tree Greeting Card Compa-

ny and to view their incredible Western art & sculpture collection. Both venues are free of charge 

and lunch will be on your own. For those who wish to caravan via a more leisurely, non-freeway 

route (to avoid both Highway 36 construction & I-25 chaos) we will meet at the north end of the 

King Sooper’s parking lot at 10am, which is located on S.E. corner of 104th Ave. and Washington St.  

We will leave promptly at 10:15.  

Questions, please contact Tour Master, Rex Osborn at 303-917-1408 or trirexo@yahoo.com. 

For our May 18th meeting, please see the accompanying flyer for details regarding our annual 

Mount Vernon Country Club Brunch.  We ask that everyone please RSVP to either Rex Osborn 

(see contact info above) or Ray Petros no later than May 11th. 

Additionally, this is a friendly reminder to plan to pay your Conestoga Chapter dues renewal for 

the 2014-15 membership year at the May meeting if you have not yet renewed before then. 
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The March meeting of Western Wheel's Chapter was hosted at the home of Don & Betty Stein-

wart. Attending were: Dallas & Lucille Whiting, Harry, Bonita and Charlene Case, Wanda Mow-

ry, Loren & Valerie Hoekema and Mary Miller. After a meal of Corned Beef & Cabbage to cele-

brate St. Patrick's Day, a short meeting was held followed by the chapter's premier 'gamer', Lu-

cille Whiting. Lucille comes up with the best games to test our mental skills :-). 

The next meeting is April 12th, hosted by Wanda Mowry at the newly remodeled Runza Restau-

rant in Scottsbluff. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betty Steinwart 

http://www.thegardengatecafe.com
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The Pikes Peak Chapter held its annual Chili Cookoff on march 15 at the American Legion Post #5 

in Colorado Springs. A pleasant treat was the St Patrick’s Dat parade going down the street east of 

the Legion, and thus made parking for the cook-off very tricky. However 16 members were able to 

find spaces. The Legion was also hosting a Corned Beef and Cabbage plate for $7, and some of the 

Studebaker members took advantage of this treat after the meeting. Only three members brought 

chili. Chuck Donkle won 1st, Jackie Floren won 2nd  and Trish Price won 3rd.  Cornbread, a relish 

tray, chip and salsa and great deserts finished off the meal. Thanks to everyone that contributed.  

A meeting followed the lunch. Dave brought flyers about the three day event in conjunction with 

the May Abbey Car Show (May 19). Groups/ Clubs who wish to park together must be pre-registered 

and must arrive together. Registration will be from 6:45 am to 10 am.  Or email Dave Batchelor at  

twojuner@bresnan.net  for sheet. On May 16, there will be a Street Dance on Main Street in Canon 

City, featuring the Flash Cadillac band. Cool Cars and old time Rock n Roll. Come dressed for the 

50’s. On Sunday, May 18, Florence will be holding a car show/ swap meet from 9am to 4 pm. Main 

Street will be closed for this event. For info, contact Dave Batchelor for registration sheets or for 

more info call Dick Upton (520) 403-5204. Anyone wishing to spend the 3 day event will get a great 

rate at the Super 8, just outside of Florence. Dave Batchelor has details on this if interested. You will 

receive Studebaker Club rates, please inform them you are  from the Pikes Peak Studebaker Club. 

For your info, Jim and I stayed here when we attended an event. It was clean, has plenty of parking 

space, even for trailers.   

April 19 the club will meet at the Dinosaur Research Center in Woodland Park for a tour from 11am 

to 1pm. Tour cost is $8 per person. After we will go to the Ute Historic Restaurant for lunch and 

hopefully short meeting.  Needing instructions to get there contact Trish Price at trish-

price38@hotmail.com  

The club received a Thank You from Tom Thornberg and a invitation to a Blue Grass festival in 

Pueblo on June 1. If you wish to attend, go to NE Gate, come in by the horse area. Studebakers will 

have free access. If you want more info contact Marcia White at marciarwhite@comcast.net. New 

badges will be forthcoming. Fred Cappo sent out emails to all members for a name and make/ year 

of your Studebaker. Jim will be ordering these from The Right Impression and paid for by the club. 

See Everyone in April  

 

Submitted by Trish Price 

mailto:twojuner@bresnan.net
mailto:trishprice38@hotmail.com
mailto:trishprice38@hotmail.com
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Conestoga: Sunday, April 27, 11 am., Boulder, CO: Tour of Celestial Seasonings followed by 

lunch in Niwot at the Garden Café. More information contact Rex Osborn 303-917-1408 or 

trirexo@yahoo.com. 

Sunday, May 18, 11am., Denver, CO: Birthday Brunch at Mount Vernon Country Club, Reser-

vations by May 11. More information in this Western Outlook. Ray & Catherine Petros, 303-

526-5202 or Rex Osborn 303-917-1408. 

Pikes Peak: Saturday, April 19, 11 am., Woodland Park, CO: Tour of Dinosaur Research Cen-

ter followed by lunch at the Ute Historic Restaurant. More information contact Trish Price 

trishprice38@hotmail.com 

Western Wheels: Saturday, April 12, 6 p.m., Scottsbluff, NE: Runza Restaurant in Scottsbluff. 

Hosted by Wanda Mowry 

Saturday, May 10, Car show at Twin City Auto in Scottsbluff 

 

Studilac 
In late ’57 my dad had a friend in LA named Carmen Pi-

sano. Carmen had this tricked out ’49 Studebaker 

Pickup with a Caddy Engine and my dad had to have 

one just like it. Carmen agreed to build it. Dad bought a 

’49 Studebaker pickup to start the project. They cut off 

the straight axel front end and welded on a Chevy Impa-

la wishbone front end and rear axle. They rebuilt the 

junkyard Caddy engine and included goodies like 2x4’s, 

El Dorado Heads, and bigger cam, etc. Bolted that up to 

a beefed up 4 speed Hydromatic transmission. They al-

so put in a Cadillac dash and power brakes. This pick up 

would haul or tow anything. It stayed in the family till 

about 1970. Still ran great and would light up the rear 

tires at will. We called it Studilac. 

 

Brent Smith of Boise, Idaho sent in this 

picture of his dad’s Caddy Powered 1949 

Truck 

mailto:trirexo@yahoo.com
mailto:trishprice38@hotmail.com


 

CONESTOGA’S BIRTHDAY BRUNCH 

AT MT. VERNON COUNTRY CLUB 

Sunday, MAY 18, 2014 AT 11:00AM 

(RESERVATIONS ONLY) 
DRESS CODE: BUSINESS CASUAL 

TIE OR JACKET  

(PLEASE—NO JEANS OR T-SHIRTS) 

$23.00 PER PERSON 

$12.00 FOR CHILDREN—AGE 3 TO 11 

(UNDER 3 IS FREE) 

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS BY  

SUNDAY, MAY 11 

BY CALLING Ray or Catherine Petros @ 303.526.5202 

OR  Rex Osborn @ 303.917.1408 

MEET AT HERITAGE SQUARE BETWEEN 

9:30AM—10:00AM—DEPART AT 10:00AM 

CARAVAN TO MT. VERNON 

ARRIVE AT MT. VERNON AT 10:30AM 

BRUNCH AT 11:00AM 

DRIVE YOUR STUDEBAKER or AVANTI!! 

It is the 162-year anniversary of Studebaker (1852). It will be Conestoga’s 

46th birthday celebration (1968) and our 18th annual brunch at MVCC. 

Members of the Rocky Mountain Avanti Chapter and other SDC and AOIA 

Chapters are welcome!  The chapter meeting will be at Ray & Catherine 

Petros’ house after the Brunch. As is tradition, a cake will feature a Stude 

theme on it and there will be drinks and ice cream too.   

Ray’s Studebaker model car collection will also be on display. 
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      CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Conestoga Chapter: 

President: Christof Kheim  303-859-9966  

Vice Pres:  Rex  Osborn         303-917-1408 

Secretary:  Lori Sander            970-396-0359 

Treasurer:  Shelia Rink 303-986-6478 

Sunshine Fund: Kay Murray  303-452-3029 

CCCC:  Shirley Zaner  303-426-8843 

Events:  Rex Osborn                 303-917-1408 

Editor:  Rick Hawkins  970-568-0141 

E-mail:  WesternOutlook@aol.com 

Website: www.frontrangestudebakers.com 

Pikes Peak Chapter: 

President:  Fred Cappo  719-633-8742 

Vice Pres:  Marcia White  719-591-1697 

Secretary:  Pete Tetley    719-630-1562 

Treasurer:  Jim Harness 303-933-8421 

Tour Master:  Pete Tetley 719-630-1562 

CCCC: Roger Zaner  303-426-8843 

Western Wheels Chapter: 

President: Dallas Whiting 308-635-2767 

Vice Pres:  Mary Miller 308-632-5116 

Secretary:  Stuart Tritt  308-436-5359 

Treasurer:  Perry Meyers 308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Betty Steinwart  308-436-5461 
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The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the 

Conestoga, Pikes Peak and Western Wheels 

chapters of the Studebaker Drivers Club.  

Please submit any corrections, suggestions or 

ideas to the editor at: 

westernoutlook@aol.com 

 

 

April Birthdays 

Jackie Floren          1      John Lidberg            19 

Conrad Cerise          9     Jackie Meyers          21 

Jackie Cappo        13      Sandy Doerschlag   25 

Carey Dietz        18      Dallas Whiting         26 

April Anniversaries 

                      Tom & Beverly Wheeler   13 

                      John & Marcia Henry        22 

mailto:westernoutlook@aol.com
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Studebakers Are First Class 


