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We had a great time at the Forney Transportation Museum for the Conestoga Chapter 

Thanksgiving lunch. This is one of my favorite events to attend. The entire chapter would 

like to thank Christof Kheim again for opening up the museum on a Sunday afternoon.  A 

concern to the chapter is a lack of nominations of officers for the 2013 year. Roger was 

nominated again for president, but Larry is stepping down as vice president / events coordi-

nator. Larry has done a great job in 2012 and feels that it is time for another member to 

take this post in 2013. Trish is also stepping down as secretary due to the International 

meet in Colorado Springs which is taking up all her time. Shelia said she would continue as 

treasure for one more year, and I will continue to be the editor of the Western Outlook. The 

Conestoga Chapter has over 70 members.  If anyone would like to be more involved and 

help in the future of the chapter, now is the time.  

As the editor of the Western Outlook, I am also on an “Editor Exchange” with other SDC 

Chapters. This means that I get to read other newsletters from the editors of other chapters 

around the country. Curt Devan who is the editor of the “Studie News”, which is the news-

letter for the Mid Missouri Chapter, wrote a excellent piece about keeping and recruiting 

members into local chapters. With his permission, I am putting his column in this Western 

Outlook.  

I wish everyone a happy holiday season. Remember to keep those Studebakers on the road 

in 2013! 

Rick 
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The Conestoga Chapter met on November 18 at the Forney Museum for their annual 

Thanksgiving potluck. There were approximately 40 people present. Everyone enjoyed 

the delicious food. It was good to see some new and familiar people attend. Good con-

versation was had by all, especially being with all the cars on display. The business 

meeting was called to order. Discussion was held about the upcoming Christmas Dinner 

at the White Fence Farm at 6263 West Jewell, on December 16.  If you are planning to 

attend, lease RSVP to Larry Ramsdell by December 8. Cost is $25 per person. Will Sander 

brought up an idea for a club project to restore and donate a permanent Studebaker to 

the museum. He is willing to donate a 1953 Starlight Coupe. The club would need to do 

the body work and interior. More discussion will be at the Christmas Dinner. Also, the 

club voted to donate $150 to the Forney Museum to sponsor the Museum’s 1957 Silver 

Hawk. Nomination of officers for 2013 was opened to the floor. Sheila stated she would 

stay on as Treasurer for one more year. Roger was nominated for President. Trish de-

clined the Secretary position, and Larry also has declined the Vice President/Events. We 

are in need of members to step up and help this club. Nominations will again be opened 

at the Christmas Dinner.  

Roger 
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Minutes of Conestoga meeting 

November 18, 2012 

There were about 40 members and guests and 10 Studebakers at the Forney Museum for 
the annual Thanksgiving potluck.  As usual, the food was delicious.  Thanks to all the partic-
ipants for such a wonderful feast and good companionship.  A big thanks to Christof for 
having us at the Forney once again.  Thank you. 

After the repast, Roger started the meeting.  There was no secretary report.  Sheila in-
formed us that we have $308.14 in the Sunshine Fund--$7.36 in the museum fund--
$2432.05 in the general fund for an overall total of $2747.55.  There was no report from 
the vice president/special events coordinator, Larry.   Except a reminder to RSVP to him as 
soon as possible if you plan to attend the Christmas dinner at the White Fence Farm on De-
cember 16.  He needs to know by December 9. There is a new business on 74th & Federal 
called DYI Auto Repair.  You can do your repairs there and rent their tools and lift for about 
$25 an hour. The floor was open to nominations.  Sheila said she would stay on for another 
year as treasurer.  Roger was again nominated for president.  We need a secretary and vice 
president / events coordinator.  Both Trish and Larry are resigning.  Please think it over, let 
us know at the next meeting. A motion to donate $150 to the Forney Museum to sponsor a 
'57 Silver Hawk was carried by a majority present. Will Sander suggested an idea for club 
members to restore and donate a 1953 Studebaker Starlight Coupe to the permanent col-
lection.   The work could be done at the museum, and the body work in another location.  
Will asked for a show of hands if interested, and a good showing was presented.  To be dis-
cussed at next meeting with possibly more details. Jim Harness showed t-shirts, hat, and 
license plate to be sold at 2013 International.  Orders were taken.  Jim and Trish also dis-
cussed the meet, and thanked Conestoga members for bringing their Studes to Cripple 
Creek for the car show.  And as a result we were able to get the Wildwood Casino to spon-
sor the fun night.  Again, thank you for the great response.  Help is still needed for the 
event.  Whatever you can do will be helpful.   

Again, thank you for a great feast.  And a special thanks to Ruth Anne, Joanne, and Margie 
for cooking the turkeys and ham.  It was GREAT!!! 

Respectfully submitted 

Trish Price 

Secretary 
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Pikes Peak Chapter SDC  

November 2012 Chapter News  

The Pikes Peak Chapter of SDC held its Annual Thanksgiving dinner and meeting on-

November 10 at the Golden Corral in Colorado Springs. We had 17 members and 

guest in attendance. The hosts were Larry and Nona Powell. The highlight of the 

meeting was the nomination of members for 2013. The following individuals have 

been nominated: David Batchelor for President, James Harness for Vice President, 

Chuck Donkle for Secretary, Norm Gieseker for Treasurer, Pete Tetley for Tour Master, 

and Roger Zaner for CCCC Rep. The election will be at the December meeting.  

The Chapter donated funds to the following Colorado Springs organization: Salvation 

Army, Assistance League, TESSA, and Marian House. This is to help these organiza-

tions during the holiday season.  

The next meeting will be December 8 at International House of Pancakes Restaurant 

which is located at 5749 Stetson Hills Blvd. and Powers Blvd intersection. This Christ-

mas dinner will be at 12:30 p.m. The annual Christmas gift exchange will be held at 

this meeting. Each member attending is asked to bring a male or female wrapped gift 

valued at $10. John and Barbara Lidberg (719/ 637-3624) are the hosts for the 

Christmas dinner meeting.  

The January 19 meeting and covered dish dinner will be at the American Legion Hall 

Post #5 at Platte Ave. and Cascade Ave. in downtown Colorado Springs at 12:30 p.m. 

Members are asked to bring their favorite Studebaker toy and any Studebaker auto-

mobilia to show. Dash plaques will be presented to all participants. Pete Tetley 

(719/630-1562) is the host for this event.  

Norm and Mary Gieseker are busy planning the February 16 Sweetheart brunch. 

More information in the January newsletter.  

Secretary Chuck Donkle  
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Western Wheels Chapter had their meeting scheduled at the Prime Cut Restaurant for the 

month of November. Due to the snowstorm, only a few of the members were able to make 

it. Those present were Mary Miller, the Steinwarts, the Meyers, and Dallas Whiting. Due to 

the lack of members a meeting was not held. We all had dinner, played a game, and then 

went to our warm homes. The December meeting will be held at the Steinwart’s home in 

south Gering. At that time, officers for 2013 will be nominated and elected.                                                                      

Dallas Whiting  

      Studebaker of the Month 
The featured Studebaker on this month’s cover is Wanda Mowry’s 1957 President. The car 

was bought by Wanda’s late husband Jim. Jim was a long-time member of the Studebaker 

Drivers Club as many of you know.  Jim bought the President from Bob Blaisure of Lewis-

ville, Texas, and Bob delivered the car to Jim in February 2009.  Wanda’s  grandsons, Ty 

and Heath, drove the car in this year’s Sugar Valley Rally which takes place every summer 

in Western Nebraska. 

Thank You Wanda for submitting a picture of your 1957 President 

 

 



For the Love of Studebakers 

If you are a member of a local Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club, then you know that your 

membership has been graying over the past several years. It becomes harder and harder for the old 

regulars to attend the monthly meetings, cruises and car shows. So the question is, “Is being a member of 

a local Chapter a thing of the past and are we all just a part of history that is slowly fading away?” Will 

there come a time when there are no local Chapters in support of the SDC mission? It seems that new 

members are as hard to come by as the parts for our classic Studebakers. 

Local Car Show 

If you have ever displayed your Studebaker at a local car show with a variety of Fords and Chevys and 

other autos, you usually discover a large crowd standing around your car. The older generation views the 

Studebaker with fond memories as an owner or their father owned a Studebaker. They speak of a bygone 

era when Studebakers were on the highways and you could see their classic and graceful lines almost 

daily. “They were ahead of their time” seems to be the quote of the day. Younger folks view the classic 

with awe, and wonder what happened to this car. “Is it American or German?” one asked. “With the name 

of Studebaker, it must be German”. “How can a car so advanced with a classic shape no longer be on the 

market today?” 

You need to brush up on your Studebaker history, if you plan to show your car at a show. As a 

Studebaker owner, you spend a great deal of time discussing the rise and fall of Studebaker in South 

Bend, the merge with Packard, and why all cars today look the same, but the Studebaker’s lines are as 

classic today as they were displayed in showrooms years ago. As an owner, you become the local 

historian of this rolling piece of automobile history where the V8 with a McCullough Supercharger was 

the talk of the day. Younger admirers also want their picture taken with the car so they can own a piece of 

digital history. Studebakers stand apart from their ’40’s –‘50’s counterparts in style, although many of 

the younger generations are more familiar with their Dad’s Ford or Chevy having made repairs in their 

backyard or garage. Parts were readily available, as well as, mechanics eager to work on the old standard 

V-8’s. So, how does a Chapter recruit the younger generation as a new member? It appears that access to 

Studebaker cars may be a huge barrier for younger generations wanting to be owners and potential 

members. They need parts that are readily available, owner manuals, and older generations to lend a 

helping hand in the repair or restoration. 
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Does Size Make a Difference? 

This is not to say that all Chapters are faced with these issues and concerns. The larger Chapters near 

urban centers may not experience these problems. There is a large population to draw from, and most of 

the Club sponsored events are centrally located. The local events are well attended which can be attested 

by the excellent articles in Chapter newsletters. They attend most if not all of the SDC sanctioned events 

as a group, and have a great time on the road to and from the final destination. 

Smaller Chapters, in rural geographic areas find it difficult to meet as members are separated by great 

distances. Most of the members are scattered all over the state, and even the monthly meetings which last 

two hours will consume an entire day due to the travel time. The annual SDC sanctioned events usually 

have a very low attendance from the smaller Chapters. For those members located in rural areas that do 

not have email access, they are unable to receive updates and last minute changes in plans and must rely 

by phone call or standard mail to get the last word. This makes it difficult for a Chapter to plan a last 

minute road trip to see the Fall foliage due to weather changes because they cannot reach the members in 

a timely fashion. 

Current members residing out of state pose other issues for the Chapter. Many of the out-of-state 

members are linked to the club by annual membership and monthly newsletters and cannot attend 

monthly meetings or sponsored events. Members may have been active at one time, but have relocated to 

another state which disrupts their communication with the local Chapter. 

Chapter size and the close proximity of events may make a difference in participation numbers and even  

large Chapters will suffer if they do not actively pursue the younger groups as Chapter members. Are there  

steps that Chapters need to take to ensure that Chapters will be viable in the next ten years? 

Possible Solutions 

Most Chapters have been wrestling with these issues and some have implemented techniques to address 

these concerns. No Chapter has all of the answers, but may have initiated some approaches that other 

Chapters would find extremely helpful. Here are a few of the suggestions: 

1. Sponsor more group events throughout the year in the form of local grand openings, cruise night, 

nursing home visitations, charity events and cruise-in at local fast food restaurants to name a few. 

Sponsored events throughout the year make the cars and the Chapter more visible in the 

community. They can attract interested members at any of these events. Weather can be a factor, 

so schedule the events when members feel comfortable in taking their cars out of storage. 
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2. Email/face book/twitter/text message /blogs – generate interest for younger groups – it is the way 

they communicate; all members should have an email account to expedite communication to 

members, and make coordination easier. Work with local libraries to provide classes on using 

email and the internet for those members who are reluctant to have email is an excellent way to 

ensure all members have email access. The Chapter should place their activities on Face Book/ 

Twitter and be able to text message to members as well as prospective younger groups. A Chapter 

blog could also be used to communicate, announce activities and dates of future events. It can be 

an excellent advertising vehicle for the younger generations. 

3. Chapters may need to establish a Chapter website. You may have to increase dues, but its well 

worth it in the long run. Websites are active 24/7, they never close and they become a continuous 

feed for younger generations that surf the net twenty-fours a day. Without this link to the World 

Wide Web, your Chapter will have great difficulty in recruiting and retaining the younger groups. 

Once the Chapter has an established website, all monthly newsletters, tips and updates would be 

available on-line.  

4. Once your web is established, look at establishing a local help line to answer questions for those 

who love the Studebakers. In addition to having your web backed with the subject matter experts 

(SMEs) in Studebakers – the power of the SDC website. Your connection to other Chapter 

websites will enhance the information flow thereby strengthening the support system for 

information. Even non-members can access the SDC Forum website as a visitor and address their 

concerns and issues with a huge population of Studebaker owners that can answer their questions. 

5. An inexpensive way to raise money for a Chapter is to design and develop an annual calendar 

displaying the member’s cars. Sold as a fundraiser to members and given to local auto repair 

shops as a Christmas gift increases the overall visibility of the Chapter in the local area. You may 

want to do a road trip annually, and select sites where the cars would be photographed (Drive-in 

theaters, old gas stations, and covered bridges make excellent backdrops for your classics)... 

6. Chapters should design and develop a Biographical Sketch Book which would contain 

information and a photograph on each member/spouse as well as their vehicle(s). These books are 

filled with the personal history of the member, family members, occupations, and details on the 

first car ever owned. Name, address, and phone number, email address is a great way for 

members to keep in touch. 
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7. Studebaker classes and hands-on training by your older members is a great benefit. Classes on 

engine repair, routine maintenance, where to buy parts, and the benefits of local Chapters and 

membership in the SDC make this a must for younger groups thinking about membership. Every 

Chapter may have someone that is the last car on a road trip, picking up and repairing vehicles as 

they go down along the way. Education and training is needed for all members to take the fear out 

of traveling with the older cars, so that more members will participate in SDC events. Announce 

these classes as open to the public or interested in Studebaker repair. 

8. Provide a Chapter Scholarship annually to a high school student who wants to be an auto 

mechanic and attend a technical college rather than a four-year college or university. A $500 

scholarship may provide the financial assistance to those students who have a love of repairing 

cars. 

9. Plan for the “Drive Your Studebaker Day.” Form a sub-committee from your Chapter members to 

plan this one-day event a year in advance. Total Chapter involvement is needed for this day to be 

a success. Discuss with local Chambers of Commerce on how best to support local area events 

with the member’s Studebakers. 

10. Take care of your older Chapter members. Older members can be recognized by your Chapter by 

purchasing a brick at the Studebaker Museum in South Bend with their name on it, in memory of 

their service to your Chapter. The SDC has several awards that recognize and honor their service 

and participation in which the Chapters may submit their names for recognition. The recognition 

of the older members will not be missed on the younger members of the Chapter. 

Chapters, who have a desire to increase their size with younger members, will need to be a viable team 

player in the community. Chapter members that have fun attending the SDC sponsored events will always 

find a way to the love the Studebaker. 

Curt Devan 
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Printed with the permission of Curt Devan, Studie News, Mid-Missouri Chapter SDC 
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CONESTOGA 

Sunday, December 16, White Fence Farm, located at 6263 West Jewell Avenue, between 
Sheridan and Wadsworth, on Sunday, December 16 at 12:00 pm. There will be a sectioned 
off part of the parking lot for our Studebakers and at least one Packard. The cost of the din-
ner is $25 for either chicken (their specialty) or turkey, and you need to RSVP to Larry at 
LRamsdell@gmail.com or 303-757-5591 with your choice of entree. We need to give them 
an exact count, so your RSVP must be made prior to December 8. We will collect payments 
on the day of the dinner, and please try to have the correct change if possible. 

PIKES PEAK  

Saturday, December 8, Colorado Springs, CO -  Pikes Peak Chapter Christmas Dinner, at the 

International House of Pancakes, 5749 Stetson Hills Blvd. 12:30 p.m. (Chinese Gift ex-

change) Each member attending is asked to bring a male or female wrapped gift valued at 

$10. HOST: John and Barbara Lidberg 719-637-3624  

 

Saturday, January 19, Colorado Springs, CO - Meeting and Cover Dish Dinner, American 

Legion Hall Post #5 at Platte Ave and Cascade Ave in downtown Colorado Springs at 

12:30 p.m. Members are asked to bring their favorite Studebaker Toy and any Stu-

debaker automobilia to show. Dash plaques will be presented to all participants.    

Host: Pete Tetley 719-630-1562  

 

WESTERN WHEELS 

Saturday, December 8, –Don & Betty Steinwart hosts 

 

 

mailto:LRamsdell@gmail.com


STUDEBAKER DEALS 
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For Sale: 

1964 Champ Pickup, 6 Cylinder. 1963 Lark, 4 

Door, V8, Standard Shift Located in Arvada, 

CO  Make Offer  Norm 720-233-2162 

For Sale: 

1959 Lark, 2 Door, 6-Cyl, Standard Shift 

with Overdrive, New Windshield, Runs 

Great. Has Radio and Clock that needs to 

be installed $4,500  Jim or Trish  303-933

-8421 Wanted: Recommendations of a shop that is 

familiar with the Borg Warner Automatic 

Transmission. Glenn Shull 970-223-4053   

g.shull@juno.net 

For Sale : 1978 Avanti (Serial number RQ-B 

2795) has always been a Colorado car, one of 165 
produced that year. The car retains its original, 
custom ordered colors: white fiberglass exterior 
and jade upholstery and carpet.  Equipped with a 
350 cu. in. Corvette engine, automatic transmis-
sion, power windows and locks, sunroof, AM/FM 
radio and cassette player, and air conditioning 
(needs recharged).  Has vintage Magster wheels. 
Running very well. Under 92,000 miles.  Needs 
minor upholstery repair and body work, and new 
paint would be needed after body work is com-
plete.  $15,000  OBO 

 Zelda Bailey  303-279-5504  

pattucci@comcast.net 



 

      CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Conestoga Chapter: 

President:  Roger Zaner 303-426-8843  

Vice Pres:  Larry Ramsdell 303-757-5591 

Secretary:  Trish Price  303-933-8421 

Treasurer:  Shelia Rink 303-986-6478 

Sunshine Fund: Kay Murray  303-452-3029 

CCCC:  Shirley Zaner  303-426-8843 

Events:  Larry Ramsdell 303-757-5591 

Editor:  Rick Hawkins  970-568-0141 

E-mail:  WesternOutlook@aol.com 

Website: www.frontrangestudebakers.com 

Pikes Peak Chapter: 

President:  Dave Batchelor 719-784-6140 

Vice Pres:  James Harness 303-933-8421 

Secretary:  Chuck Donkle 719-456-2707 

Treasurer:  Norm Gieseker 719-596-0314 

Tour Master:  Pete Tetley 719-630-1562 

CCCC: Roger Zaner  303-426-8843 

Western Wheels Chapter: 

President: Dallas Whiting 308-635-2767 

Vice Pres:  Bonita Case 308-632-5116 

Secretary:  Stuart Tritt  308-235-3386 

Treasurer:  Perry Meyers 308-783-5144 

Tour Masters:  Mary Miller 308-436-5359 

    Gene Sell 308-235-4865 
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December Birthday’s    

Mary Miller     1 Darrell Donahoo     5 

Rebecca Miller    6  Garnet Wilcox         6 

Marion Kellie     7 Diane Kile         8 

Peggy Spitzer     9 Karen Earley         10 

Grace Goden     11 Don McLean         13 

Eugene White     14 Silvano Marini         18 

Lavania Cerise     20 Dee Glusick         20 

Barb Cannon     24 Paula Payne         25 

John Murphy     27 Rex Osborn         28  

Fred Ligrani     29 Barb Shull                 31 

Laura Schumacher / Beers   29 

 

December Anniversary’s 

Steve & Gail Ault   13 

Wade & Sheila Canaday 18 

Chuck & Garnet Wilcox 27 

John & Joan Murphy  27    “52 Years” 

Silvano & Kitty Marini  31 

 

The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the 

Conestoga, Pikes Peak and Western Wheels 

chapters of the Studebaker Drivers Club.  

Please submit any corrections, suggestions or 

ideas to the editor at: 

westernoutlook@aol.com 

mailto:westernoutlook@aol.com
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Studebakers Are First Class 


