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This Month’s Cover Car 
This month’s cover car is the 1958 President owned by Conestoga members Will 

& Lori Sander. The President has been repainted back to its original color of, 

Canyon Copper and Jewel Beige. This picture was taken in the Grand Canyon on a 

trip back from California, driving through Death Valley in the middle of summer. 

The Studebaker handled the “Dry Heat” without a problem.  

Conestoga Chili Cook Off Winners 

Left to Right 

Don Maclean 

Renata Kheim 

Roger Zaner 

 

Is it summer yet? As I write this looking at the mounds of snow in the yard and the single digit on the 

thermometer, it makes me anxious for summer. This will be another great summer for SDC members, 

high-lighted by the Zone Meet. The North Central Zone Meet  this year is being hosted by the Wyoming 

Chapter in Casper.  This promises to be a great event and for the first time the annual Zone Meet will 

feature Valve Cover Racing. The Zone Meet Chairman, Bruce Berst, has negotiated with the Oil Capital 

Auto Club “OCAC”, for the use of their custom built, 25 Foot, Valve Cover Race Track. The OCAC will 

also provide their official starter to operated the track which may include a camera for photo finishes. 

The cost to race will be $2 per entry and all procedures goes to the OCAC Scholarship Fund. There will 

be two classes, one for Valve Covers and another for Hood Ornaments. Look further in the newsletter 

on the basics for building your racer. Now is the time, during these dreary winter months, to be work-

ing on your racer and getting it ready to race in Casper! 

See You On The Road, 

Rick 
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Wyoming Chapter President Message 

Happy New Year Studebaker fans. The Wyoming chapter will have their next meeting in March at 
the home of Bruce Berst. We will have elections of officers at this meeting. Anyone interested in 
voting, please request a ballot from Annette Black at patton@bresnan.net or 307-752-2003.  If you 
would like to run for office you may let her know, too.               
Our chapter will be hosting the Zone meet this year in July, more information to follow. 

Happy Cruisin, Connie 

The Wyoming Chapter of SDC is hard at work on the 2016 Zone Meet to be held in Casper, Wyoming.  
The dates are July 14th thru the 17th.  You may check “Turning Wheels” or the SDC web site for more 
specifics.  We hope to offer potential members attending lots of new things.  The host hotel is our 
Parkway Plaza.  It is located less than 1 block off of I-25 with very easy on and off access to the inter-
state.  The majority of the meet will be held here.  The hotel is a 4-star hotel but we have negotiated 
a very good rate which will be in the $80 range plus tax.  The meet will include a very car- friendly 
cruise of about 25 miles.  The cruise will be to historical spots with an historical program at one of 
those stops.  We are also looking at a possible tour to our local distillery.  There will be trophies pre-
sented at the banquet for the Saturday car show.  There will be a silent, as well as, a live auction and 
of course door prizes at the banquet.  During the car show there will be shopping opportunities for 
the ladies at our downtown as well as our mall.  Also during the car show, participants are encour-
aged to bring a Valve Cover Racer to race.  For every race car entered, there will be a $2 fee charged.  
For that fee, you may race as many times as time will allow.  The fee will provide for the track rental 
and goes to a local scholarship fund.  So get busy building those race cars.  Challenge your spouse, 
your kids, and your fellow members in and out of your local chapters.  Prizes will be awarded in each 
of the brackets (ladies including girls, and the men including boys.  Please find enclosed the rules and 
regulations for building the Valve Cover Racers.  If you have questions, you can e-mail me at 
bruce_berst@natronaschools.org or call me at (307) 267-8370.  I will be contacting each chapter 
again as the final bits and pieces fall into place. 

Bruce  2016 Zone Meet Chairman 

 

mailto:patton@bresnan.net
mailto:bruce_berst@natronaschools.org
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CONESTOGA CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

t’s been a busy month!  On January 17
th
,  the Conestoga Chapter Board, along with former 

President, Christof Kheim, met and prepared a schedule of events for 2016.  Our 2016 full-year 

calendar appears elsewhere in this newsletter issue.  My thanks to the Board members for all 

their help in getting our calendar set! 

Approximately 20 members enjoyed the chili cook-off on January 24
th
, this year hosted by Jerry 

and Kay Murray at their beautiful home.  The chilies were absolutely delicious, and we were 

treated to some outstanding side dishes, salads and desserts. The cook-off results are: 1
st
 place 

-  a $50 dining gift card went to Renata Kheim; 2
nd

 place – a $25 dining gift card went to long 

term member, Don McLean; and 3
rd

 place  - a $20 dining gift card went to Roger Zaner!! Thanks 

to Jerry and Kay for their gracious hospitality, to our chili cooks, to our chefs who prepared the 

delicious salads, side dishes and desserts, and to all who attended.    

This month, on Saturday, February 20
th
, we will be visiting the Broomfield Veterans Memorial 

Museum - the only museum in the state of Colorado dedicated to veterans of all of America’s 

wars and all branches of service, from the Revolutionary War up through Afghanistan and Iraq.  

The museum is run by veterans, and they are excited that our Chapter is coming for a visit. 

There is plenty of parking at the museum, so we will meet in the parking lot there at 11:15 am for 

our 11:30 tour (directions are included in the article found elsewhere in this newsletter). A $5 do-

nation is suggested, but not required. We will have lunch at Gordon Biersch Restaurant.  Come 

on out and support our veterans and have a great time. 

On Sunday, March 20
th
 you won’t want to miss our trip to the Denver Museum of Miniatures, 

Dolls and Toys.  Everyone will enjoy this this exceptional museum. The museum is featuring a 

special Star Wars Toys Exhibit.  In addition to the many unique exhibits at the museum, the Mile 

High Ode to Star Wars exhibit features two floors of unique Star Wars toys. On April 16
th
 we 

plan to visit the Historic Byers-Evans House.  Built in 1883, this historic home has been beauti-

fully restored to the period between 1912 and 1924. Polished wood finishes, brightly patterned 

wallpapers, ornate mantles, and period draperies form a backdrop for a rich variety of Evans 

family furnishings.  Watch the newsletter for updates on these two fantastic and fun events!   

2016 is looking to be a great year for our Chapter with a variety of events sure to be enjoyed by 

all our members.  We hope to see you at some or all of these events!  For more information on 

any of our Chapter events, please contact Jay or Deborah Hokanson at 303-935-8270, or 

jhokanso@comcast.net. 

 

Deb 

mailto:jhokanso@comcast.net


Conestoga Chapter Tour Masters Report 

We have a very special tour of the Broomfield Veterans Museum on tap for SATURDAY, February 

20th.  Please meet in the parking lot by the museum at 11:15 a.m.  Our guided tour will start 

promptly at 11:30 a.m.  Please bring a donation for the museum in appreciation of our tour.  A do-

nation of $5 per person is suggested. After the tour we will drive to the nearby Gordon Biersch Res-

taurant for lunch and good conversation.  

Jay  
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Conestoga Chapter Schedule for 2016 
 

      February 20th (Saturday) – Broomfield Veterans Memorial Museum 

      March 20th (Sunday) – Denver Museum of Miniatures, Dolls and Toys Special Star Wars Toys Exhibit  

      April 16th (Saturday) – Byers-Evans House Tour 

      May 22nd  (Sunday) – Conestoga Chapter Annual Birthday Brunch 

      Mt. Vernon Country Club   

              Hosts:  Ray & Catherine Petros 303-526-5202  

      June 25th (Saturday) – Bee Family Centennial Farm  

      July 8-10th (Friday -Sunday) – Eaton Days 60th Diamond Anniversary 

 

      July 14-17th (Thurs.-Sunday) – North Central Zone Meet - Casper, WY 

                    Hosted by Wyoming Chapter 

The host motel is the Parkway Plaza, a four star motel, located just off of I-25. We have a VERY special 
rate. 

Be sure to Mention you are attending the Studebaker Zone Meet. Motel phone - 307-235-1777.   

Contacts: Bruce Berst, 307-267-8370, email: bruce_berst@natronaschools.org or 

Tammy Raver 307- 259-7519, email: spiritbears4me@yahoo.com.  

 

     July 31st (Sunday) Buffalo Bill Days Orphan Car Show 

     August 21st (Sunday) Fall Bar-b-Que – Jim & Trish’s in Littleton 

                              Hosts:  Jim & Trish Harness (Littleton) 303-933-8421 

     September 25th (Sunday) – Fall Colors Tour 

     October 23rd (Sunday) – South Platte Valley Historical Park Tour Lupton’s Fort and S. Valley Village          

     November 7th (Wednesday) Special 7:00 pm Concert Event at Schmitt Music 

    November 13th  (Sunday) – Thanksgiving Potluck – Forney  

    December 18 (Sunday) – Holiday Dinner – Cinzetti’s  

  

Unless otherwise noted your hosts/contact persons for all events 

are Jay and Deborah Hokanson 303-935-8270 ● jhokanso@comcast.net 
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Pikes Peak Chapter 
First of all, a great big thank you to all of those who brought in the delicious food for the tasty potluck 
that was enjoyed by all before the meeting. The January 16, 2016 meeting was held at the American 
Legion Hall #5 with President Dave Batchelor presiding.  There were 17 members present with no new 
members or visitors in attendance.     
Outgoing Secretary, Trish Harness, spoke from her heart as she reminisced about attending the funeral 
for Shirley Zaner and how missed she will be by us all. Shirley was not only loved for who she was but 
was extremely knowledgeable and such a hard worker as well as passionate in keeping the Studebaker 
cause alive.  Trish remarked on the good report that Jackie (ongoing, but improving), Bonnie, Glen, 
Doreen and Earl were all doing much better after recent illnesses. 
     1. A big thank you to Rick for his work on the Western Outlook Newsletter (He received 98 out of 
100 points and won an award for the Newsletter) 
     2. To Pete, for the photos that he has provided regarding the club 
     3. To Dave, for the “Valve Covers” article (was printed in the newsletter) 
     4. To Chuck, for the “Collectable Watches” information (there was not enough room to print in the 
newsletter) 
Trish also emphasized the fact that Rick needs your articles and pictures for the newsletter. Let’s get 
them to him if you have any. Finally, she asked that any problems or concerns that you may have, with 
or about the club, please bring it to the meeting where it can be discussed appropriately with all of the 
members and not just a chosen few. Enough of the silly “rumor game” where something starts one 
way and ends up totally different than was intended. Kudos and applause for Trish. 
This club belongs to each and every member and should there be a reluctance to voice a concern, 
speak to one of the officers and your input will be handled discreetly and appropriately. We gather to 
enjoy each other’s friendship, share vast knowledge and our love for Studebakers. Together we work 
toward keeping the history and legacy of Studebakers alive. 
The Treasurer’s report was presented and approved.  The Pikes Peak SDC account has been transferred 
into Dave Batchelor’s and Chuck Donkle’s name for the new term. There were no bills to report. 
Dues to the CCCC was voted on and approved for payment. There were no minutes to discuss. More 
later on the subject of political action by a super pack for the CCCC cause mentioned by John Glusick. 
Upcoming events were mentioned by several members and discussion was made regarding the Pikes 
Peak 2016 Event Calendar. Still some dates need to be filled for activities.  Thanks, Chuck, for all your 
work on this.  Chuck also mentioned that we need to keep in mind that here is a two month delay for 
information to be published in the “Turning Wheels” magazine, so we need to be timely in submitting 
that information. The February 13th Pikes Peak Sweetheart Lunch will be held at the Garden of The 
Gods’ Trading Post, 324 Beckers Ln at 12:00 P.M. in the Events Room. Host: Jim and Trish Harness (303) 
933-8421. Hope to see you there. The March 26th Kerman Memorial Chili Cook Off Dinner will be held 
at the American Legion Hall, Post #5, Platte Ave. and Cascade Ave. at 12:00 P.M. Host: Pete Tetley (719) 
630-1562. There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned with the Annual Toy Show 
following.  And how enjoyable the Toy Show was!  The toys and pictures were displayed so well and 
the information each member shared regarding each of the displays was so appreciated.  
 
Doreen Chase, 
Secretary 
 



FERUARY 13TH, MANITOU SPRINGS, CO  

Pikes Peak Sweetheart Lunch Garden of the Gods Trading Post, 324 Beckers Lane 12 pm 

Host: Jim and Trish Harness 303/933-8421  

 

MARCH 26TH, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO  

Kerman Stuart Memorial Chili Cook Off Dinner, American Legion Hall, Post #5, Platte Ave and Cascade Ave. 

at 12 pm  

HOST: Pete Tetley 719/630-1562  
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Pikes Peak Chapter Upcoming Events 

Nathan Maestas, the grandson of Chuck and Karen Donkle received 

a $1500.00 scholarship from the Studebaker Foundation. He is en-

rolled in the Auto Tech. Program at Otero Junior College. He is the 

son of Daniel and Michelle Maestas of Centennial, Colorado. Nathan 

is working on a 1966 Studebaker Cruiser and last semester he rebuilt 

the 289 Studebaker engine.  

Chuck Donkle’s Grandson, Nathan, constructed these Studebaker Toy Car Haulers for Grandpa 
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Western Wheels Chapter 

On January 9th, the W/W chapter met at El Charrito's restaurant in Scottsbluff.  After a dinner of en-

chiladas, taco's and all the trimmings, members adjourned to Mary Miller's home for a short 

meeting.  W/W members in attendance were:  Earl & Becky Johnson, Don Steinwart, Harry, Bonita & 

Charlene Case, Perry, Jackie, and Corina Meyers, Dallas & Lucille Whiting, Stuart Tritt and Wanda 

Mowry. The newly elected President Mary Miller called the meeting to order. The minutes of the last 

meeting were read and approved as was the treasurers report.  Discussion was had on upcoming 

events and some ideas were proposed on getting new members. 

After our meeting, we were all waiting to  play our favorite card game 31.  Congrats to our winner 

Corina Meyers. 

Good Studebakering, 

Mary Miller 

February 13th: Valentine Soup Supper held at the Gering library community room at 6 pm host-

ess  Wanda Mowry. The men make their favorite soup and treat the ladies for Valentines. 

 

March 12th: Don & Betty Steinward hostess, 6pm. This is the season for Corned Beef and Cabbage 

  

April 9th: Dallas & Lucille Whiting hosts. TBA 

 

May: TBA Time to get our Studebakers out for the Show and Shine at Twin City Auto in Scottsbluff. 

 

June 2,3,4,5th.  SUGAR VALLEY RALLY Stuart Tritt is chair of this 4 day event. Most of the Western 

Wheels members will be participating either by driving a vehicle in the rally, or helping with inspec-

tion, registration timing or in some other way. Stuart appreciates all of the volunteers help. 

Western Wheels Chapter Upcoming Events 
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  If you’re a past racer, it’s time to pull that contraption off the mantel or where ever it has been 

stashed and get it tuned up.  If you’ve never tried valve cover racing, but would like to, there’s still 

plenty of time to get one built.  It’s really easy to do AND it can be done on a budget…as in, dirt 

cheap!  All you need is an old valve cover, some wheels & a few bits of hardware to connect the 

wheels to the cover.  Make it roll smooth and make it roll straight and let gravity do the rest.  It really 

is that simple.  You can build a very competitive racer for $15 or less.  It doesn’t have to look pretty…

pretty takes more time & adds more cost & it doesn’t do squat for getting to the finish line any faster.  

Roll smooth.  Roll straight.  Consistently.  Those are the keys.  If it doesn’t roll smooth and straight 

and do so consistently, none of that pretty stuff matters.  On a budget?  Start at your local Wrecking 

Yard or Swap Meet. Then go down to the Goodwill Thrift Store or somewhere similar & dig thru the 

piles of inline skates (rollerblades).  For $4 or $8 you can usually find a pair that may be scruffy on the 

outside but will have good wheels with sealed bearings.  If they roll smooth, you’re in business.  A pair 

of skates has 8 wheels…that’s enough to build TWO racers.  What a deal!  From there, go to the local 

hardware store & pick up a few bolts & screws & maybe a couple shelf brackets, or something similar, 

to connect the wheels to the cover and you’re good to go.  Using that plan, you can build a racer for 

under $10.  

How to build a Valve Cover Racer 

Welcome New Members 

Brad & Kim Canfield   Wyoming Chapter 

Yvonne & Jessica Studebaker  Conestoga Chapter 

February Birthdays 

Connie McGannon 5  Shirley McCarey   13 

Margaret Thormburg 5  Tiffany Koch   16 

Chuck Wilcox  5  Julie Feil    17 

Karen Donkle  8  Judy Reese    18 

                                        Amy Emerson     20 



Attention ALL Racers 
The 2016 North - Central Zone Meet Committee has voted to hold Valve Cover races at 

the Saturday show. We will have Two Classes 

                                                            

Class A:  Unlimited Class Racers --- This is unlimited to 
the type of  wheels you chose to use on your racer. 

Class H:  Hood Ornament Racers --- This is for the type 
of  Hood ornament you incorporate into your racer. 

*** NO AGE LIMIT*** 
Come one !!!   Come ALL !!!  FUN for everyone !!! 

The RULES for Construction of your Racers 
 NO engine, propulsion or moving weights 
 The racer can be made from American or Foreign valve covers 
 The valve cover must retain 80% of the original gasket-sealing surface 
The racer can have a chassis, but the chassis can NOT be interchanged with any other 

racer after it is registered on the race day. 
Nothing may extend beyond the gasket surface on the front of the racer. 
The racer must be clean ( NO  sludge) 
We will assign you a number at the registration. 
The racers dimensions are as follows: 
                   * Maximum length --- 30 inches 
                   * Maximum width --- 15 inches 
                   * Maximum height --- 10 inches 
                   * Maximum weight --- 10 pounds 
There will be a $2.00 entry fee per racer. These funds will be donated to the Oil City 

Automobile Club for the use of the racing ramp.  
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   Trophies will be awarded for, Mens Choice, Ladies Choice & Best of Show 

We are encouraging everyone to build a racer and join in the fun of challenging 

your better half, another club member, your zone chairman or just race for fun. 



        
Conestoga Chapter: 

President: Deborah Hokanson  303-935-8270 

Vice Pres:  Jay  Hokanson  303-935-8270                         

Secretary:  Lori Sander            970-396-0359 

Treasurer:  Shelia Rink 303-986-6478 

Sunshine Fund: Kay Murray  303-452-3029 

CCCC:  Roger Zaner  303-426-8843 

Events: Jay Hokanson  303-935-8270 

Editor:  Rick Hawkins  970-568-0141 

E-mail:  WesternOutlook@aol.com 

Website: www.frontrangestudebakers.com 

 

Western Wheels Chapter: 

President: Mary Miller 308-436-5359 

Vice Pres: Loren Hoekema    308-249-0062 

Secretary:  Stuart Tritt  308-235-3386 

Treasurer:  Perry Meyers 308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Betty Steinwart  308-436-5461 

The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the 

Conestoga, Pikes Peak, Western Wheels and 

the Wyoming Chapters of the Studebaker  

Drivers Club. 

Please submit any corrections, suggestions or 

ideas to the editor at: 

westernoutlook@aol.com 

 

 

 

Pikes Peak Chapter: 

President:  Dave Batchelor 719-784-6140 

Vice Pres:  Merv Mundorf       719-683-7342 

Secretary:  Doreen Chase   719-683-5579 

Treasurer:  Chuck Donkle  719-456-2707 

Tour Master: Merv Mundorf   719-683-7342 

CCCC: Roger Zaner  303-426-8843 

 

Wyoming Chapter: 

President: Connie Thompson  307-267-2790 

Vice Pres: Bill Nieman  307-467-5787 

Secretary:  Bruce Berst 307-472-7712 

Treasurer:  Jim Rapp  307-461-2829 

Tour Master: Jim Harkins 307-262-6634 
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THE WESTERN OUTLOOK 

Rick Hawkins, Editor                 

7381 View Pointe Circle          

Wellington, CO 80549  

 

Studebakers Are First Class 


