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The Studebaker on this month’s cover is Will & Lori Sander’s 1961 Lark. The Lark can 

be seen at almost all Conestoga chapter meetings throughout the year.  

This picture was taken at one of the many Westminster Mall Car Shows 

On the upper right corner of the first page of the Western Outlook, you will see the volume number for the 

latest issue. This month it is “Volume 48.”  What this means is with the January issue, this is the 48th year 

that the Western Outlook has been published. The first issue was printed in 1966 when a local chapter of 

the Studebaker Drivers Club was formed in Denver. I was not even old enough to drive when the first West-

ern Outlook was printed. What makes the Western Outlook unique, is that it is the newsletter for three 

SDC Chapters. I do not know of another newsletter that reaches so many members. This issue will go out to 

138 members in three states. In order to keep the Western Outlook going into the future, we need more 

people to send in articles or stories relating to Studebaker. It does not have to be a highly polished story, 

just anything that I can work with. This month Ray Petros, Chuck Donkle, and Gerald Berry have all sent in 

small pieces of Studebaker related material that they feel will be of interest to other members. We need 

more participation like this. I have had many readers tell me that they like to see the members car on the 

cover. I also enjoy putting that cover picture on to show everyone the fine cars that our club members 

own. To keep that going I need more people to email me a picture of their car. I have made a few jokes 

that if I don’t get a picture for the cover, that I will use a picture of my Edsel. Don’t make me do that! I do 

enjoy being your editor and will continue for the near future. I volunteered for this 2 years ago when the 

Western Outlook was in danger of ending. When I realized that it has been printed since 1966, I had to step 

up and keep it going (almost like saving a broken down Lark from the crusher). I hope everyone enjoys the 

Western Outlook in 2014, and will help me keep it going. 

Rick 

Visitors to  the Arizona-Sonora Desert 

Museum in Tucson, AZ are greeted by this 

1960 Lark Wagon! 
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Long time Conestoga Chapter member Maxine Beldt passed away at the age of  95 

on January 5, 2014, at her home in Longmont, Colorado with all her family by her 

side. She enjoyed coming to club activities with her daughter Joann. She was a shin-

ning light to everyone in our group. She is preceded in death by her husband Milford 

who was a longtime Studebaker dealer in Marysville, KS from 1947 until 1955 and 

then in Longmont from 1955-1964. 

The entire Conestoga Chapter offers our deepest sympathies to the Beldt family 

The Annual Conestoga Chili Cook-Off will be held at noon on Saturday, February 15 in con-

junction with Valentine’s Day.  Marge Grauberger will once again graciously host at her 

home in Windsor at 301 Pelican Cove.  Anyone with questions regarding the Cook-Off may 

call Marge at 970-686-1113. In addition to those who plan to bring chili for the competi-

tion, please bring a salad, side dish, or dessert to share.  First, second and third prizes will 

be awarded.  For those coming from the south who would like to caravan, plan to meet in 

the King Soopers parking lot at 104th & Washington (SE corner) at 10:30am. Additional 

questions, contact Rex Osborn at 303-917-1408 or trirexo@yahoo.com. 
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Approximately 19 members and one guest showed up on a beautiful, sunshiny day at the American Legion 

Post #5 for the first meeting of the new year. Only one Studebaker was in attendance. Diego drove his 

black, 1954 Champion, while the rest of the members Studes were probably still safely covered and put 

away for the winter. After an invocation from Iris McBride, the members once again enjoyed a delicious 

potluck prepared by the members. However, we missed Merv's chocolate cake. The theme for this 

meeting was "Studebaker Toys and Memorabilia". There were many great items brought in by the mem-

bers to look at and enjoy. John Lidberg presented his used car lot, while Jim Harness created a diorama 

with a Studebaker boxcar, and several smaller cars (made from kits) and several items of interest which 

might have been seen on any back road. Dave Batchelor had a mail box, painted white with Studebaker 

logo printed/painted on it. Pete Tetley brought interesting brochures and reading material. Dash plaques 

were presented to all participants. The meeting was called to order by president, Fred Cappo. One guest, 

John Koch, was introduced. New officers for the year were introduced. Reports were given by all officers, 

approved and seconded.  

February 15 -The Sweetheart brunch will be held from 10 am to 3 pm at the Garden of the Gods trading 

post. A room or patio (if weather permits) has been reserved. We need at least thirty members to sign up. 

RSVP to Iris McBride or Marcia White. The cost is $16 per person, the club will pay for chapter members. 

March 15 -The Chili Cook-off at the American Legion Post #5 in Colorado Springs (Platte Ave/Cascade Ave). 

First, Second and Third prizes for best chili. So get those Jalapeno peppers fired up, and join in some good 

eating. If not bringing chili, bring your favorite potluck dish. Host will be Pete Tetley (719-630-1562). 

April 19 -Trish Price will be checking into a tour of the Dinosaur Research Center in Woodland Park for 

tour info and prices. Suggestions for restaurant in area for meeting would be appreciated. Contact with 

suggestions at trishp38@hotmail.com.  

May 17 - Abbey Car Show and potluck in Canon City. More info to follow. 

June 21 - A suggestion was made for "Studebakers on the Lot" at the Golden Corral. Other places suggest-

ed for this was Culvers. 

July 18-19-20- Western Wheels Chapter Fun Weekend in Kearney, Ne. Check Western Outlook for details. 

July 19 - Picnic in the park. Diego looking into this. 

August 16 - Pending  August 29-30 is the Studebaker Zone Meet in Custer S. D.   Convoy anyone? 

September - More info on Las Animas event will be available at later date.  

October, November, December - Need ideas and host.  

President Fred Cappo suggested we attend car shows in area, get more exposure for our Studebakers. He 

will look into car shows in the area, get back to everyone. We can have our Studes parked together, give 

info and member sheets to interested onlookers.  

Submitted by Trish Price on behalf of Pete Tetley 

mailto:trishp38@hotmail.com
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In the January issue there was an article about the invention of the Car Radio submitted 

by Glen Shull. Many members sent in positive feedback on this including Gerald Berry. 

Hats off to Glen Shull! I enjoyed reading this. Dad had a one of kind 38 coupe express. 

Loved that fancy steering wheel. Radio controls were up on the dash with conduits that  

went down to the radio under the dash. Last I saw of this vehicle, the antenna was still 

there right side behind one of the spares. 

 

Also, I still have his Lear radio that worked on AC or DC batteries in the case. It had 

Standard broadcast and LF range finder freq. He built a loop antenna out of copper tubing and 

installed on his old plane. The Lear radio has a head phone jack.  

 

Ed Heath built a small one-man plane called a Heath Parasol. Sales were slow so he went 

into electronic kits. You really learned a LOT about electronics when you built one of 

these. NOT a overnight project. I have many Heath kits yet today. Test instruments, Color 

TVs. Big electronic organ, etc. etc. I have a small battery operated radio that was won 

on a punchboard. It has the name GARRAD on it. Anybody old enough to remember a punch-

board? 

 

Gerald Berry, Member Western Wheels Chapter 

The Western Wheels Chapter February meeting will 

again be the Men’s Annual Soup Supper held at the 

Gering Library on Saturday, February 8. 
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CONESTOGA:  Saturday, February 15, 12 p.m., Windsor, CO: The Annual Conestoga Chili Cook-Off 

will be held at noon on Saturday, February 15 in conjunction with Valentine’s Day.  Marge Grauberger 

will once again graciously host at her home in Windsor at 301 Pelican Cove.  Anyone with questions re-

garding the Cook-Off may call Marge at 970-686-1113. In addition to those who plan to bring chili for the 

competition, please bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share.   First, second, and third places will be 

awarded.  For those coming from the south who would like to caravan, plan to meet in the King Soopers 

parking lot at 104th & Washington (SE corner) at 10:30am. Additional questions, contact Rex Osborn at 

303-917-1408 or trirexo@yahoo.com. 

PIKES PEAK:  Saturday, February 15, 10a.m., Colorado Springs, CO:  Pikes Peak Sweetheart Brunch, 

10am to 3pm at the Garden of the Gods Trading Post, A room or patio (if weather permits) has been re-

served. We need at least thirty members to sign up. RSVP to Iris McBride or Marcia White. The cost is 

$16 per person which the Pikes Peak chapter will provide to members.  

Saturday, March 15, 12:30 p.m., Colorado Springs, CO:  Kerman Stuart Memorial Chili Cook Off Dinner, 

WESTERN WHEELS:  Saturday, February 8, Gering, NE:  February meeting will again be the Men’s An-

nual Soup Supper at the Gering Library.   

 

Saturday, March 8 : March meeting hosted by Don & Betty Steinwart, location to be determined 

Pikes Peak Chapter Members 

at the Christmas Dinner. This  

was held at the Hotel Elegante 

in Colorado Springs 
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Studebaker Truck Used By The Grateful Dead Found 

Recently discovered by art dealer Steve Cabella of San Francisco, this Studebaker 2R15 allegedly gained its 

notoriety when the Grateful Dead’s financial backer, landlord, sound man, and supplier of LSD, Owsley 

Stanley, bought the machine to haul his custom-made sound gear back and forth to the band’s gigs. An 

artist friend of Stanley’s at the time gave it the distinctive psychedelic paint job that it still wears today. 

Nicknamed “The Dred,” the machine apparently earned its name “because it was a bitch to drive,” accord-

ing to Cabella. “Nobody liked driving it. It got like 5 MPG. It went like 25 MPH up what is called Waldo Grade 

here (in the San Francisco Bay Area) which is where they would take it from the Sound Factory to some of 

the shows with the equipment and stuff. It has notoriety but everybody assumed it was gone or destroyed. 

Deadheads are surprised it is still in existence.”  
      Steve explains how he found the truck  

“I got a phone call one day about helping an artist settle an 

estate,” he said. “In the yard was this truck that they had 

just pulled out of the barn behind the building. I noticed it 

was psychedelically painted. That’s why I was interested in 

it and I’m a Studebaker fan.  After I purchased it, the lady 

hands me a note from Owsley Stanley, saying that basically 

this was his truck that he used for the Grateful Dead. I did-

n’t know that two minutes earlier, so that was a surprise” 

At that point, it became a cultural, sort of historical 

vehicle for me. And I realize there is some responsibil-

ity in finding the appropriate home for it now” 

Story by Terry Shea, Hemmings Motor News, May 2012     

Photos by Steve Cabella   Edited by Rick Hawkins 
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Chuck Donkle sent in this newspaper clip from the local paper in Salida, CO. It tells the 

story of 50 years ago when Studebaker closed their South Bend operations and moved 

production to  Hamilton, Ontario. Charles Smith, the owner of the Studebaker dealer-

ship “Smith Motor Co” is reassuring the local residents that the moving of Studebaker to 

Canada “will  in no way affect the availability of Studebaker cars or parts.” Chuck, who 

was born and raised in Salida, reports that his parents bought a brand new Lark in 1959 

from the Smith Motor Company and that was the car he learned to drive in. 

If you know Chuck , like most of us do, this explains a lot about his knowledge of Stu-

debaker and the Lark brand. 

 



 

      CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Conestoga Chapter: 

President: Christof Kheim  303-859-9966  

Vice Pres:  Rex  Osborn         303-917-1408 

Secretary:  Lori Sander            970-396-0359 

Treasurer:  Shelia Rink 303-986-6478 

Sunshine Fund: Kay Murray  303-452-3029 

CCCC:  Shirley Zaner  303-426-8843 

Events:  Rex Osborn                 303-917-1408 

Editor:  Rick Hawkins  970-568-0141 

E-mail:  WesternOutlook@aol.com 

Website: www.frontrangestudebakers.com 

Pikes Peak Chapter: 

President:  Fred Cappo  719-633-8742 

Vice Pres:  Marcia White  719-591-1697 

Secretary:  Pete Tetley    719-630-1562 

Treasurer:  Jim Harness 303-933-8421 

Tour Master:  Pete Tetley 719-630-1562 

CCCC: Roger Zaner  303-426-8843 

Western Wheels Chapter: 

President: Dallas Whiting 308-635-2767 

Vice Pres:  Mary Miller 308-632-5116 

Secretary:  Stuart Tritt  308-436-5359 

Treasurer:  Perry Meyers 308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Betty Steinwart  308-436-5461 
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The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the 

Conestoga, Pikes Peak and Western Wheels 

chapters of the Studebaker Drivers Club.  

Please submit any corrections, suggestions or 

ideas to the editor at: 

westernoutlook@aol.com 

February Anniversaries 

                        Gerald & Kathie Berry    1 

                        Roy & Diane Kile             4 

                        Larry & Jackie Floren      5 

                        Larry & Nona Powell    16 

                        John & Dee Glusick       21 

 

February Birthdays 

 

Connie  McGannon    5   Diego Burgos 13  

Margaret Thormburg    5   Tiffany Koch 16 

Chuck Wilcox     5   Julie Feil  17 

Karen Donkle     8   Judy Reese 18 

Shirley McCarey  13  Amy Emerson 20 

                          Barbara Padilla    26 

mailto:westernoutlook@aol.com


           

Tickets: $10.00 

1st Prize: Silver Commemorative Coin Set with 

Display Case$2,375.00 Value 

2nd Prize:$250.00 Cash 

Silver coins commemorating significant vehicles and events in Stu-
debaker’s history were first commissioned by the Studebaker Drivers 
Club in 1987. Today, Larry Swanson commissions and sells the 
coins. The set is complete through 2012 and includes 35 coins 
with .999 fine silver content. 

Proceeds of the raffle will benefit SNF programs including scholar-
ships for students in auto related fields and support for museums 
with Studebakers. 

The prizes will be awarded at a drawing to take place during the In-
ternational Studebaker Drivers Club Meet in Dover, Delaware, June 
29-July 5, 2014. You need not be present to win. 

You may purchase raffle tickets from any SNF board member at 
many SDC events in 2013 and 2014 or by mail using the form below. 
Print this page and cut out the form to order tickets.. 

 

                              CLICK HERE  for more details 

     Studebaker National Foundation Raffle! 

http://www.studebakernationalfoundation.org/Resources/SNF_CoinRaffle.pdf


 

THE WESTERN OUTLOOK 

Rick Hawkins, Editor                 

7381 View Pointe Circle          

Wellington, CO 80549  

 

 

Studebakers Are First Class 


