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EDITOR’S CORNER .Conestoga’s annual meeting and brunch at Mt. Vernon Country

Club was well attended (54members & 9 cars). This is the first time that the weather was

cold and rainy and we experienced very heavy fog driving up the canyon. Best of all,

there was good company and a great time to gab with everyone. Finally, we

celebrated birthday cake and ice cream with a meeting at Ray and Catherine’s

home. Thank you both for your hospitality. See you all in Estes Park Marilyn Scott

Pikes Peak

Summer has arrived! What a beautiful day for the
Annual Abbey Car Show. Twenty six members and
guest enjoyed the potluck lunch. Ten beautiful
Studebakers were shown. John Padilla and Bob Hoover
cruised down from Lakewood in their Studebakers. Earl
and Doreen Chase displayed for the first time their 1963
Studebaker 4 door Cruiser. Earl and his son did a great
job restoring this car. Chuck and Karen Donkle’s 1962
Lark Taxi won first place for Oddity/Most Unusual Car.
The Pikes Peak Chapter also enrolled new members
Darrell and Norma Donahoo of Poncha Springs.

We are inviting all Studebaker owners to display
their Studebakers at "Studebakers on the Lot", June
11th at the Golden Corral Parking Lot located at
Woodman Ave. and Powers Blvd. The show will be from
11 to 5. We will be giving a free lunch at the Golden
Corral to all new Studebaker members to the Pikes Peak
Chapter of SDC.

Pikes Peak members will be represented at the
2011 SDC International Meet in Springfield, Missouri.
The Chapter will have an information booth to promote
the 2013 SDC International Meet in Colorado Springs on
July 1st through July 5th. Stop by and visit us at the
lobby in the Ramada Oasis Convention Center in
Springfield, Missouri.

Pikes Peak members are reminded that it's time to
renew you Pikes Peak SDC Chapter dues. The $20.00
yearly dues can be paid to our Treasurer, Norm
Gieseker.

Hope to see you at "Studebaker on the Lot" June
11th.

Secretary, Chuck Donkle

Conestoga

The Conestoga Chapter Birthday Party was held
May 15 at Mt. Vernon County Club. After a delicious
meal, we caravanned to the beautiful home of Ray and
Catherine Petros for the business meeting and cake and
ice cream.

The weather was very FOGGY but we still managed
to have nine Studebakers show up, including the much
anticipated Mom’s 57 President. I have been working on
her car for a long time. I’m sure some of our members
were beginning to think it was just our imagination.

For our June 12 meeting we will tour the Estes Park

Fire Apparatus Museum. See information in Up Coming
Events and directions below.

We will caravan from the northeast corner of I-25 &
120th and depart at 10am. We will take I-25 north, to
Hwy 66 which goes thru Lyons. We will stop at the gas
station on the N.W. corner to meet with others from the
North at 10:30am. At 11:00, we will tour the Reliance
Fire Museum in Estes Park (there is even a Studebaker
truck). No cost to tour, but a $5 donation is appreciated.
Any questions, please call Laura at 720.340.0954.

The July 31 meeting we will be participating at the
Buffalo Bills Orphan Car Show. It was voted last year
that everyone would be on their own for lunch.

The Conestoga Cash was won by Laura
Schumacher. She won $14 and some change and
donated it back to the club.

Happy Studebakering, Roger

Western Wheels

The Western Wheels Chapter regular meeting was

the joint meeting with the Wyoming and Conestoga

Chapters in Cheyenne, WY on Saturday, May 21st . We

did not have a business meeting but those attending had

a very enjoyable time. Chapter members attending

were: Perry, Jackie & Corina Meyers; Harry, Bonita &

Charlene Case; Mary Miller; Margie Grauberger; and

Stuart Tritt. We toured the Historic Governors’ Mansion

and the Messenger’s Western Museum. We had a nice

banquet at the Holiday Inn with quite a few attending. I

would estimate that there were 70 people in attendance.

We would have had a better turnout, but I understand

that graduations took some of the members.

Our June meeting will be in conjunction with the

Father’s Day Car show in Gering on June 18th. The July

meeting and event is still in the planning stage. We

might be attending the Fur Trade Days parade in

Chadron, NE. Stuart Tritt

Chapter News
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LOOKING AHEAD

3-5 June Western Wheels Sugar Valley Rally in Scottsbluff, NE.

11 June—SATURDAY Pikes Peak Chapter—Annual Studebakers on the Lot. (See flyer from
last month and chapter news for more details).

17-18 June FRI-SAT Western Wheels Father’s Day Car Show

12 June—SUNDAY Conestoga Chapter Visit restored antique fire trucks museum in Estes
Park We’ll have lunch in a nearby park. Please bring your own sack
lunch, drink, chairs, etc.( See chapter news for directions & details.

July Western Wheels Possibly attend the Fur Trade Days in Chadron after
the 4th of July

31 July—SUNDAY Conestoga Chapter Buffalo Bills Day & Orphan Car Show (details
later).

18 June—SATURDAY 4th Annual Cruzin’ Havana Car Show & Poker Run on the new
Havana motor mile! 6th Ave to Dartmouth along Havana St. in
Aurora. Info: Dick Thompson, CCCC @ 303-929-5533

5-7 Aug—FRI-SUN North Central Zone Meet in Winnipeg, Manitoba, CANADA. Hosted
by the Buffalo Chapter. Info: Terry Farmer @ 204-866-3266.
(I have a copy of the registration form, if interested, please call WO Editor @

303.972.3575 and I’ll mail you one.

20 Aug—SATURDAY CCCC’s Mountain States Annual Swap Meet at new location (Front Range Airport,
near Watkins). More details later.

7 Aug—SUNDAY Conestoga Chapter Heritage Square 12 o’clock buffet, show at 2pm.
Show is Perfect Harmony. Prices: Adults-$38.50, 65-over-$34.50,
children-$33.50. More details next month.

19-25 June 49th Studebaker Drivers Club International Meet in Springfield, MO

48th SDC Int. Meet, July 20-August4, 2012. South Bend, IN

website: www.michiana-chapter-sdc.com. Hotel: Marriott Downtown Hotel

49th SDC Int. Meet, June 30-July 6, 2013. Colorado Springs, CO & hosted by Pikes Peak Chapter.

50th Golden Anniversary SDC Int. Meet, Dover, Delaware. Dover Downs Hotel & Casino/Dover
Int. Speedway in Dover. Website: www.DelMarVaSDC.org



A N N O U N C I N G

BIRTHDAYS FOR JUNE

1 Tom Donahue

Virginia Stuart

6 William Leeper

7 Steve Ault

Larry Janecek

15 Alan Esler

17 Norm Wigham

20 Peggy Dietz

23 Marilyn Scott

26 Larry Ramsdell

27 Shirley Zaner

ANNIVERSARIES FOR JUNE

6 Diego & Arlene Burgos

Tim & Rebecca Miller

7 Conrad & Lavania Cerise

8 Don & Estella McLean

Don & Jeanette Heithoff

10 Harry & Bonita Case

Robert & Marie Danti

Earl & Doreen Chase

11 Wallace & Lois Clary

13 Dallas & Lucille Whiting

15 Dennis & Jill Mitcham

17 Will & Lori Sander

James & Peggy Spitzer

20 David & Jeanne Foerch

23 Perry & Jackie Meyers

27 Glenn & Barbara Shull

30 Keith & Kathy Moormeier

Page 4—June 2011 THE WESTERN OUTLOOK

Thank you, Conestoga Chapter,

for the delivery of a beautiful

spring flower bouquet. Also, thank

you to those for your encouraging

thoughts and prayers plus cards/e-

mails, some containing humor “To

Get My Laughter On.”

Over spring-break, I was diag-

nosed with breast cancer and after

my mastectomy these flowers were

truly the good medicine needed

for my physical/mental healing

and renewal process.

Again, thank you.

Gloria Ewing (Exner)

OLD MAGAZINES, OLD TURNING WHEELS,

ETC.

This is what Lori Sander suggested at our

last meeting. If you have past issues of any

magazines, especially Turning Wheels and

you don’t want to keep them. Consider

calling your local junior high school or senior

high school. Ask, “would they like them in

their libraries”. This is a great way to get

young people interested in Studebakers.

Another source to give is to Senior

Centers or Retirement Centers.

Welcome New Western Wheels Members

Vern & Pat Hook, 642 Morehead St.

Chadron, NE 69337

Welcome New Pikes Peak Members

Darrell & Norma Donahoo, Poncha Springs,

CO
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BOMBASTIC BORIS

Ask pessimists

if you can

borrow money

from them

because they

don’t expect it

back.

No matter

how important

your life

requires you to

be, everyone

needs a friend

to act goofy

with.

Sometimes all

a guy or gal

needs is a

hand to hold

and a heart to

understand

and listen.

OFFICERS FOR ALL THREE CHAPTERS

Conestoga

Pres: Roger Zaner 303.426.8843

VP: Laura Schumacher-Beers 303.514.6776

Sec: Ruthanne Nekvasil 303.421.1115

Treas: Sheila Rink 303.986.6478

Sunshine Fund: Kay Murray 303.452.3029

CCCC: Shirley Zaner 303.426.8843

Events Coord: Laura Schumacher-Beers 303.514.6776

Editor: Marilyn Scott 303.972.3575

(e-mail): co.pp.ww-nwsltr@hotmail.com

Web: www.frontrangestudebakers.com

Pikes Peak

Pres: Dave Batchelor 719.784.6140

VP: James Harness 303.933.8421

Sec: Chuck Donkle 719.456.2707

Treas: Norm Gieseker 719.596.0314

Tour Masters: Pete Tetley 719.630.1562

Earl Chase 719.683.5579

CCCC Roger Zaner 303.426.8843

Western Wheels

Pres: Don Steinwart 308.436.5461

VP: Bonita Case 308.632.5116

Sec: Stuart Tritt 308.235.3386

Treas: Perry Meyers 308.783.5144

THANK YOU WYOMING CHAPTER

Members of the Conestoga Chapter and Western Wheels

Chapter again say thank you for putting together a great week-

end along with “the museum weekend.” Both tour guides were

very informative, and especially the gentleman at Messengers

who was pretty funny at times. We especially thank you for

providing part of the funds for a fabulous buffet dinner. Merle

Jones finished the weekend off with a delightful history of build-

ing racing cars and great antidotes too.
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DESERT RUM RUNNERS

Catching rum runners along the Mexican border is far from the tame motorboat pursuit on the open sea.

When a sheriff out in Arizona starts after a car laden with contraband whiskey, mescal or tequila, the two race off across Ari-
zona’s multitudinous square miles with no regard for roads, cactus or even mountain ranges.

Take your choice—an Arizona desert of an Arizona valley—and racing across it in an automobile, often at night and not infre-
quently even then with lights out is somewhat (!!!) different from gliding down a boulevard to work.

Sage brush, thick as it may grow, is only three or four fee high and that doesn’t count. Sand, ‘dobe mud or rocks underneath
give precarious going.

Here is a big patch of soto—stumps solid as basswood, from two to six feet high and six inches through, bearing on the top of a
big ball of spiney, prickly, bayonet-like blades.

There is a weird looking forest, reminding one of Dante’s inferno or a witch land, of ocatilla. Fingers an inch thick and seven to
ten feet long, tough as leather and literally covered with prickers half an inch long, grope into the air like the tentacles of an octopus.

Now are bunches or hummocks of sacaton grass, or larger hummocks of sacahuiste or beargrass, to run into which is like hitting
a potted palm.

Back and forth through this run arroyos—deep gullies worn by floods. Now a dry-wash, or a stone-covered riverbed, gives relief
from the thorny vegetation, but makes up with stones and ruts.

All around are mountains, stretching steeply up for 4,000 feet, with sharp-ridged buttes or flat-topped mesas in between. Two
decades ago, they said only a burro could cross much of it. Now they say only a Studebaker can traverse it.

Over east of Douglas up San Bernardino river and the Rio Blanco, or White River, past Apache Mountain and into the Chiraca-
huas was a favorite route for rum runners from Old Mexico into the States. Opium came with it, and, for several years, much mari-
huani, the deadly weed smoked with cigarette tobacco.

Here was where Percy Bowden, a deputy sheriff at 18 and known for miles around as the “fightin’est bare-handed sheriff on the
border” won his reputation by overtaking 1,300 automobiles laden with whiskey during less than eight years, and bringing them all in.

“Those were the days, when the automobile first came to be used for smuggling,” now reminisces Bowden, who is chief of police
of Douglas.

“Every kind of a car was used, big and little. I remember one great, big Simplex that one fellow used. He had a piece of a 90-
pound rail road rail bent around and fastened on in front for a bumper.

“That was to knock down fence posts and soto stumps when we got to running them across country.

“Guess I must have knocked down 500 miles of wire fence in those years myself.

“I got kind of discouraged, when they gave me my first car, a small Studebaker. Some of those big cars could have run over me.
But, boy! How it could get over that rough ground!

“It stood the gaff so well that within two years almost every successful rum runner had bought a Studebaker; it was the only car
that could give us a run. The only reason we caught them was that the 15 to 20 cases of liquor each carried was a weight handicap
for them.

“Most of the flats were fenced off for ranches. When the whiskey runners would see us coming, they’d turn out lights and beat it
across county, right through the brush. Nothing left for us to do but turn out lights and take after them.

“Talk about thrills. If you can beat plunging through the dark and all that prickly brush at 30 miles an hour and then suddenly
dropping into an arroyo all covered with stones at the bottom, I’d like to know how. And if you can find another make of car that can
stand it, I’d like to see it.

“All you can do is turn and follow the arroyo out till it’s shallower, then turn out and start after them again. If you turn on lights,
they’ll see us and dash off in another direction.

“We always knew they were heading for some road, so we’d head that way too. (continued on page 7)
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Desert Rum Runners (continued)

“The lighter cars bumped around so much, and the long thorns on the ocatilla and the sand burrs punctured tires so often, they
had to give them up.

“The bigger cars could thrash through the brush, but they couldn’t stand up under such driving. They’d break down and we’d
grab them.

“They always carried guns, but I never had any shootings. “Soon they got to getting the same make of cars we used and then it
was any man’s race. The federal prohibition law helped, for now we can confiscate a car carrying liquor.”

This is the same kind of work that made famous a group of old time peace officers who now are employed in, or make as their
headquarters, the salesrooms where are sold the Studebaker, in which they lived while in service. There’s Bert Polly, deputy sheriff
and constable; Bill Sherill, another deputy; Frank Riggs, most peaceable of men but who knew every bad man in Arizona and old
Mexico for years; young Johnson, Franks’ nephew; Tom Mooney, former constable and deputy.

Hardly a day passes but Red Gannon, now a lease operator but a while back a deputy sheriff know by his 45 pistol to every
outlaw in the county, drops in to chin a moment with his old cronies and sit in a Studebaker again, or Broncho Billy Woods, ranger
and government officer for years, or Billy Bakerfield, another famous deputy and half a dozen others come in and sit on Johnny
Bowden’s desk and stop all work of automobile selling as they chat over the old days.

Everyone of them had been cowmen. Everyone started his sheriff-ing on a cow pony, and every one took part in the mainte-
nance of order during the transition period, when the sure-going, fast motor car replaced the picturesque horse and saddle. The cow
pony is to them a romance, as to you and me. But the cars they use are as close to their hearts as their big six shooters, for the car
and the six-gun were their existence.

(source: The Arizona Sheriff, by the Studebaker Corporation of America, 1925 and submitted by Phil Scott, Conestoga Chapter).

Conestoga’s members &

their cars at Mt. Vernon.

(photos by Carey Dietz)
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GET YOUR CAR READY
Spring is here and it's time to get that car ready for the spring and summer

driving. You know the drill: change oil, check the points and plugs, check the oil in
the rear end and if you have a standard with overdrive check the oil in both front
and rear parts.

Checking the automatic transmission is tricky. Most of them require that you
warm it up and move it from park to drive to reverse and back to park . You then
block the wheels and put on the emergency brake. With the engine running at idle
and the transmission in drive you then check the fluid level and add as needed. I
never liked doing this but it is the only way to get it right.

Grease is your Studebaker's friend so grease up that front end even if you only drove 500 miles last year.
Be sure and jack up the front wheels before greasing the king pins to make your car steer easy. The center
pivot on the steering linkage has a fitting on the back side that is forgotten many times and it is important as a
little play makes for sloppy steering if it wears. Look at your fuel lines and hoses carefully with today's fuels for
early aging cracks, spongy feeling or leaks. A few hours of checking and servicing will make your car ready to
go anywhere after your modern brand X gets towed to the dealer . I have never had to walk with a Studebaker;
something I wish I could say about some others I have owned.

These are just a few things to check. Check the age of those radial tires. Six years is about it. I ran some
9 years on my 65 Lark but I got scared of them separating even though they looked good. Have you seen
what they can do to your car if they sling the tread off resulting in very nasty body damage if you are going
fast. Some signs of radial eminent failure are loss of balance, cupping on tread, thumping noise on smooth
pavement, steering pulling to one side or cracking on tread edge.

Keep them Studebakers Driving! (source: Stude Flyer, Editor, Gerald Starr)

Pikes Peak members cars

at The Annual Abbey Car

Show.

Earl and Doreen Chase’s new 1963 Studebaker 4-door

Cruiser displayed for the first time
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STUDE DEALS

For Sale: 1953 Studebaker Wrecker 1-ton truck. Power take-off,
driver winch, gin poles, wheel lift. Original tires. Needs brake work.
Asking $6,000.
Leland Laws @ 405-771-3973
(source: Stude Flyer, Editor, Gerald Starr)
*****************************************************************************
Wanted: I am looking for the chrome pieces that go on the doors of a
1957 Transtar. My telephone number is 308-631-6871 or
whitingdl@yahoo.com
Dallas Whiting, Western Wheels Chapter (3)
******************************************************************************
For Sale: 1960 Lark 4-door, with only 43K miles on it. It has a 259-
V8, power steering, power brakes, automatic, air conditioning, brand
new front bumper. It is a western NE local car. As far as I can see,
has no visible rust. I have licensed & ins. To check out further. In
storage for some time, but runs very well. Price $6,000-$7,000range.

1960 Lark Convertible. It has a 259-V8 that runs w/3-speed &
overdrive transmission and a twin-traction rear-end. It is a restorable
project car that is 95+% complete ( needs new top, carpet & TLC). It
has normal rust for a Lark, however most of the body panels are in
great shape. No rust on the floorboard. All glass is good. Price is
$6,000-$7,000range. Have more photos, please call and I will e-mail
you all of them.
Leonard Holler, 1289 Sweetwater Court, Douglas, WY 82633
Phone (307) 358-3092 (5)
*******************************************************************************
For Sale: A 1960-2 door Station Wagon, 6cyl, 3/od. This is an AZ car
with a rust free body, but needs restored. Have a V8 wagon (no
motor/trans) parts car that goes with it. Asking $1500.
A 1960 1/2 ton pickup, V8, 3/od. Body has rust, but I have most of the
parts to replace the bad parts. Has flat bed on it with oak racks. Runs
with no smoke, but needs water pump. Asking $2000.
Have a one-ton two speed axel for an M truck. Five hole bolt pattern
and ratio are 6.??/8.?? Sorry do not remember the exact ratios . Has
been rebuilt just before I got it, but I never used it and sold the truck.
Asking $350.
Contact Dave Batchelor @ 719-784-6140
E-mail @ twojunner@bresnan.net (6)

************************************************
For Sale: 1956 Studebaker Pickup-Transtar. Very low price.
Disasembled; will need to be hauled.
Bill Olson, 3009 Mallard Court, Altus, OK 73521
580-482-7773

(source: Stude Flyer, Editor, Gerald Starr)

For Sale: 1947 Studebaker M-5 pickup Street Rod. $24.9K obo asking
half of what I have in it! ENTERTAINING ALL REASONABLE OFFERS.
Chevy 396 bored + .40 over to 409 cu. in., balanced torque plated,
aligned hone, ARP rod bolts, roller camshaft, lifters and rockers. Gear
drive timing system, steel crank. .10/.10, forged aluminum pistons, Berry
Grant 4 brl carb street demon, aluminum intake MSD ignition high
performance with high performance modue/distributor/hot fire coil, 8 mm
wires, liquid filled damner, h/p flex plate & starter. Hooker headers,
Holley electric fuel pump w/Holley pressure regulator, Fram external fuel
filter, Pontiac Turbo 400 transmission with shift kit, 3400 stall converter,
tranny cooler, RTS front suspension. New saganaw chrome pwr str
pump w/aluminum pulley. Engine and transmission both have less than
1000 miles since completely overhauled/rebuilt with all high
performance parts throughout. Drive train-Ford 9’ rearend with posi, 373
gears, offset weld aluminum wheels. Tires front BF Goodrich radial
TA’s, Rear tires-Mickey Thompson slicks 13.5”wide, coil overs/latter
bars/drive shaft loop, boxed frame, engine & transmission are hard
mount, 77 trans am front snub and instrument gauges, disk breaks
around, BODY ALL ORIGINAL STEEL THROUGH OUT, NO PLASTICS
OR PLATES. All original steel with custom louvered hood, custom tilt
front hood. Custom deep fire wall, custom interior and paint. Custom
bed with marine oak and carpet. LOTS OF EXTRAS. Must sell!! All
reasonable offers considered. Clear CO title.
$1000 cash for anyone who finds me a buyer. Must prove referral.
April. @ 720.335.7649. Will text pictures on facebook (1)

*********************************************************************************
For Sale: 10 or 12 Studebaker Larks-sedan and wagons; one
Wagonaire. Assorted Studebaker parts. May be willing to sell some
pickups or grain trucks. Larks were collected by seller’s grandfather
years ago. Prefer to sell to someone who can get some use from cars
instead of scrapping them.
Wes Kinder, Rural Rte 1, Box 40A, Chattanooga, OK 73528
580-585-3443 or e-mail westkinder@aol.com

(source: Stude Flyer, Editor, Gerald Starr)
********************************************************************************
For Sale: 1951 Studebaker pickup with modifications: Mustang II dront
end with disc brakes, new brake lines, 9 inch Ford rear end, 351W with
AOD transmission, sandblasted and epoxy painted frame (black),
sandblasted and primed body, much more. Also have parts and pieces:
Painless Wiring kit, Vintage Air AC, aluminum radiator, electric fan,
transmission cooler, VDO gauges, LED taillights, headlights, original
chrome letters, etc. Needs fuel line, fuel tank, driveshaft, headliner.
Robert Bass, cell 479-445-9958, home 479-750-2235
E-mail bjbass@bcglobal.net

(source: Stude Flyer, Editor, Gerald Starr)
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STUDEBAKERS ARE FIRST CLASS


