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The 45th anniversary of the Conestoga Chapter at Mount Vernon was well attended by members from 

the Conestoga, Pikes Peak, and Western Wheels Chapters. Ray and Kathryn Petros once again opened 

their mountain home after the brunch for the celebration. The International Meet in Colorado Springs is 

just weeks away, and I have been informed that the Crowne Plaza has changed their name to the Hotel 

Elegante Conference and Event Center. Everything is the same just the name has been changed. Chuck 

and Dave can still use more volunteers to help with all the activities that are planned. Be sure to read the 

Pikes Peak Chapter news for more information on how you can help. 

See you in Colorado Springs! 

Rick 

Conestoga Cake with the International 

License Plate logo. Great Job ! 

Dave Allin shows the 1/8th scale 

1953 Starliner he created 

Studebaker was well represented at the Abbey Car Show 
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 Pikes Peak Chapter SDC  

June 2013 Chapter News  

The May 18th meeting and potluck lunch was held at the Canon City Abbey Show. Thirteen mem-

bers and guest were in attendance and enjoyed a potluck lunch and the beautiful cars at the Abbey 

Car Show. We want to thank David Batchelor and Iris McBride for being the hosts for this event. 

John Padilla received a second place on his 1957 Studebaker pickup. Also, Jack Theil received a first 

place on his brand X which was a 1926 Chrysler coupe. Great job to all who showed cars at the Ab-

bey.  This is a reminder to Pikes Peak members it is time to pay your 2013-2014 dues of $20.00 to 

Treasurer Norm Gieseker. Please see the attached form in the newsletter. The Crowne Plaza has 

changed their name to the Hotel Elegante Conference and Event Center.  

The 2013 SDC International Meet Committee from the Pikes Peak Chapter and the Rocky Mountain 

Avanti Chapter have put in many hours and miles to organize this International Meet in Colorado. I 

would like to thank them for all their efforts. We now need the members on the Pikes Peak Chap-

ter and any other SDC member to give us a hand in running the various events during the Interna-

tional Meet. Pete Tetley and Glen Davis will have a table in the hotel lobby outside the registration 

area so members can sign up to help during the week in one of the various activities. These activi-

ties can be anything from ticket takers, hospitality room workers, vendor workers, help to line up 

cars for the July 4th Studebaker Car Show, registration, tour chaperons, and any other area that 

needs help. Please see Pete or Glen.  

On Saturday, June 29 at 9 a.m. at the Hotel Elegante in the Centennial Room, we will be putting 

together the Meet goodie bags. We cannot set up the Hotel until Sunday morning. We will start at 

8 a.m. to setup for the 2013 SDC International Meet. Help from any interested SDC members 

would be greatly appreciated.  

Pikes Peak Chapter is sponsoring a breakfast Saturday morning, July 6, in Garden Atrium from 7 to 

9 a.m. for chapter members and invited guests. This breakfast is a way to say Thank You.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Chuck Donkle at (cdonkle@rural-com.com) 

or phone 719/456-2468 or David Bachelor (twojunner@bresnan.net) or phone 719/784-6140.  
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Conestoga Chapter 

May 19, 2013 

Members and guests present-57                    Studebakers-19 

It was a beautiful drive from Heritage Square to the Mt. Vernon Country Club. A large caravan of Studebak-
ers drew stares and thumbs up as we drove thru the canyon. One couple, Jim and Trish Harness ,were for-
tunate to be chauffeured to the event in the Studebaker taxi driven and owned by Chuck Donkle, guest 
from the Pikes Peak Chapter. After another great buffet, we again caravanned to the home of Ray and 
Catherine Petros for our monthly meeting and chapter birthday cake (decorated with the Pikes Peak or 
Bust license plate) and ice cream. President Roger Zaner presided over the meeting. The minutes were 
read, approved and seconded. Treasurer's Report by Shiela Rink-The Sunshine Fund-$182.33, Museum 
Fund-$7.36 and General Fund-$2107. Reminder-June 15th is the Havana Cruise. There will be 5 festival 
sites set up along Havana.  Let Roger know if you would like to help. There will be event t-shirts for those 
helping to direct parking, etc .   

 Rex Osborn, Vice President, discussed the July 28 Orphan Car Show in Golden.  Bring a pot luck dish, the 
club will provide fried chicken. There will be no meeting in June. Many members will be attending the In-
ternational Meet in Colorado Springs.   

New business: The Conestoga Chapter will do a trophy sponsorship for the 2013 meet. The club donated 
$105, someone suggested passing the hat for more, and this produced $260. LeRoy Anderson won the Con-
estoga Cash ($66) and this was added to the pot for the trophy sponsorship, ($331--if I heard all totals cor-
rectly). Thank you all for being generous.   

Discussion was held for the chapter to host a zone meet in 2014, possibly after Labor Day week-end when 
hotel rates are cheaper. Estes Park and Golden were suggested, other areas open for later discussion.   

Chuck Donkle from the Pikes Peak chapter let everyone know how things are progressing for the meet in 
Colo. Springs. He suggested showing up at the directors and members meeting being held there. Among 
items that need to be addressed are term limits for officers in chapters. The Crowne Plaza (now the Ele-
gante) and DoubleTree are fully booked.   

Maxine Bell is celebrating her 95th birthday this month...Happy Birthday.    

John Studebaker has made collegiate carpets, and brought one to display.  He is branching out now making 
Avanti Rugs, and also for Studebaker in script.  Approx. $20 a square foot, personalized $25 a letter.   

Jim Harness brought 2013 meet t-shirts, caps, and pins for early purchase for our members.  He showed 
the mug which will be available at the vendors table.  See him there.   

See everyone in Colorado Springs. 

Respectfully submitted by,  

Trish Price, Secretary 
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The brunch at Mount Vernon Country Club was delightful—sunny and blue sky, 57 attendees, and 19 

Studebakers and Avantis. The Conestoga Chapter celebrated its 45th anniversary, having been formed 

in 1968. After brunch, attendees paraded over to our house for a meeting and a birthday cake which 

featured the 2013 Pikes Peak or Bust Studebaker license plate. Chuck Donkle, chair of the International 

Studebaker Meet to be held this summer in Colorado Springs, gave an update on the organization and 

events planned for the Meet; Jim Harness showed off the pins, t-shirts, license plates, cups, and other 

memorabilia that will be sold at the Meet. The Conestoga Chapter voted to sponsor trophies at the 

Meet in the Special Interest Vehicle division ( e.g., wagons and carriages, weasels, racers, pedal cars) in 

the amount of over $400, with $105 contributed from the Chapter’s treasury and the rest from individ-

ual member contributions donated spontaneously during the meeting. Leroy Andrews elected to do-

nate to the trophy sponsorship his winnings of $65 from the Conestoga wagon bank drawings. John 

Studebaker displayed the Avanti logo carpets which he created and will offer for sale at the Internation-

al Meet. David Allin from Albuquerque was a featured guest and he discussed the intricate steps he 

took to finish the large 1/8th scale model of a 1953 Commander Starliner, a 1/25th model of a 1962 

Gran Turismo Hawk, and a 1/25th model of a two-seater Studebaker Sportster concept car created by 

Bob Bourke for possible production in 1955 based upon a modified ’53 Starliner; I had commissioned 

these models for my toy collection. 

Ray Petros 

Conestoga Chapter 45th Anniversary Party 

19 Studebakers and Avantis lined up in front of Mount Vernon Country Club 
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Puebloan still a driving force at 100 

Sam “JoJo” Geonetta plans to spend today, his 100th birthday, doing what he’s done nearly every day for 

the past three decades. Geonetta said he’ll get into his 1959 Studebaker and drive to the Pueblo Mall, where 

he’ll walk his usual one-mile workout. He’ll likely read The Pueblo Chieftain, work crossword puzzles and lis-

ten to his “old time” country western records. “It’s just another Wednesday,” the spunky centenarian said of 

his milestone birthday. “It’s not a big deal. I don’t think much about it. It’s just another number.” Geonetta 

was born April 24, 1913 in Pueblo, the youngest of seven children of Italian immigrant parents. His memory 

still vivid, Geonetta recalls seeing Babe Ruth when he came to Pueblo to play an exhibition game for The 

Chieftain baseball team. “I remember I saw him. Oh, that was a long time ago.” Baseball continues to be a 

favorite pastime for Geonetta, who said he watches games daily during the summer. “I don’t really have a 

favorite team; I just like to watch a good game.” he said. Geonetta, who completed only the 8th grade 

worked at the CF&I steel mill in the open hearth for 46 years, retiring in 1977. When asked the secret to his 

longevity, Geonetta declined to comment. “I’m not going to say.” he said with a sly grin spreading across his 

face. Geonetta was willing to share his philosophy for life, though: “Be good to your fellow man. Treat peo-

ple like you want to be treated yourself and you’ll go far.” Geonetta will be treated to a small family dinner 

today and will be attending a larger private party on Saturday. “I plan to eat, visit and get lots of hugs and 

kisses,” he said. 

Editor’s Note: This story was published in the April 24th 

2013 edition of The Pueblo Chieftain. 

Full permission and consent was received from: The 

Pueblo Chieftain 

Reporter: Gayle Perez 

Photographer: John Jaques 
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      Studebaker of the Month 

 

The featured Studebaker this month is Sue Bordwell’s 1960 Lark 4-door Sedan. This is actually the first Stu-

debaker we bought back in 2005. We saw the Lark sitting in a front yard along Highway 287 between 

Berthoud and Longmont, Colorado with a For Sale sign in the window. We were on our way to look at a 

1950 Champion at the time. We pulled in to take a look and the first thing I noticed was that it was a stand-

ard shift. With my disability, I can’t drive a clutch car so my interest faded. The owner came out and popped 

the hood to show me the clean 259 V8 engine which started easily and ran smoothly. The next thing I knew 

he was taking us on a test drive down the highway. I was impressed with the little Lark’s power and smooth 

shifting. Upon return he asked me what I thought and I replied that since it was a standard shift car that I 

could not drive it. Sue, sitting in the back, said, “But I can drive it.” An offer was made and accepted, and 

now the Lark is part of our flock. It is a good running car that was originally bought at Buckley Brothers Stu-

debaker in Denver. Besides the V8 option “which surprisingly doesn't leak” it has Overdrive and the Twin 

Traction rear end. We have done the usual maintenance of installing all new brakes, fuel pump, radiator 

clean out, and a new set of tires. The Lark body had the usual rust in the front fenders by the doors and a 

few surface rust spots. I am not a body man, but I gave it my amateur rust repair and touched up the sur-

face rust spots to make it more presentable. Sue drives it around town. When people stop by our shop and 

ask me how does it run, I say, “Lets take it for a ride.” We always return with a smile on our face. 

 

This is a fun little Lark that shows that you don’t have to have a Studebaker show car to be featured 

in the Western Outlook. The backbone of the SDC is all those driver-quality cars out there which peo-

ple drive on a regular basis. I will be in Colorado Springs with my camera and notebook at the ready, 

looking for Studies to be the next Studebaker of the Month.  

Rick 
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49TH Studebaker International Meet  

Sunday, June 30 - Saturday, July 6 Colorado Springs 

Get your registration in now. You can also register on-line at: 

 http://www.sdcmeet.com/registration.html 

http://www.sdcmeet.com/registration.html


STUDEBAKER DEALS 

Western Outlook 

Parts for Sale 

M5 Truck Fenders Right & Left Side   Very Good  

M5,15,16,17 Grill  Left, Right & Center 

M5 Hood Hinges 

Hood Locking Plate 

4 Carter WE 715 Carbs 

2 Carter WE 496 Carbs 

185 Engine Block 

185 Crankshaft .010 under with Bearings 

6 Cyl Competition Cam 

170 OHV Head with Valves & Springs 

Dick Eichof   480-703-4103 

For Sale:  1951 Studebaker Champion 4 door se-
dan in Reo Green.  This is a 6 cylinder car with 3 
speed manual transmission with over drive built 
in the Los Angeles factory.  Engine was rebuilt plus 
new clutch & wiring harness less than a thousand 
miles ago by Studebakers West.  New seat uphol-
stery, bumpers chromed & new wide white walls.  
Everything works.  Over $21,000 invested.  Asking 
$10,000.  Contact Charles Laurence at 405-285-
5872 or  claurence@cox.net 

June 2013  Page 9 

Windshield with molding and trim for any Hawk, $160. 

Rear Window with molding for '62-'64 GT Hawk,$175. 

Together $300. Contact John @ 303 671 0123 

                   Studebaker Engine Wanted 

I am looking for any leads on being able to purchase 

a Studebaker Standard 6 engine for my customers 

1927 Country Club Coupe. Any information will be 

greatly appreciated. Brian Riekenberg 402 -520-

2589        www.specialityautotech.com 

mailto:claurence@cox.net
mailto:claurence@cox.net
http://www.specialityautotech.com


 

      CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Conestoga Chapter: 

President:  Roger Zaner 303-426-8843  

Vice Pres:  Rex  Osborn         303-917-1408 

Secretary:  Trish Price  303-933-8421 

Treasurer:  Shelia Rink 303-986-6478 

Sunshine Fund: Kay Murray  303-452-3029 

CCCC:  Shirley Zaner  303-426-8843 

Events:  Rex Osborn                 303-917-1408 

Editor:  Rick Hawkins  970-568-0141 

E-mail:  WesternOutlook@aol.com 

Website: www.frontrangestudebakers.com 

Pikes Peak Chapter: 

President:  Dave Batchelor 719-784-6140 

Vice Pres:  James Harness 303-933-8421 

Secretary:  Chuck Donkle 719-456-2707 

Treasurer:  Norm Gieseker 719-596-0314 

Tour Master:  Pete Tetley 719-630-1562 

CCCC: Roger Zaner  303-426-8843 

Western Wheels Chapter: 

President: Dallas Whiting 308-635-2767 

Vice Pres:  Bonita Case 308-632-5116 

Secretary:  Stuart Tritt  308-235-3386 

Treasurer:  Perry Meyers 308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Betty Steinwart  308-436-5461 
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The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the 

Conestoga, Pikes Peak and Western Wheels 

chapters of the Studebaker Drivers Club.  

Please submit any corrections, suggestions or 

ideas to the editor at: 

westernoutlook@aol.com 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

Tom Donahue   1 Ben Bustos      16 

Virginia Stuart   1 Norm Wigham      17  

Steve Ault   7 Peggy Dietz      20 

Larry Janecek   7 Marilyn Scott      23 

Vicky Andrew  10 Larry Caffey      23 

Steve Doerschlag 11 Larry Ramsdell      26 

Alan Esler  15 Shirley Zaner      27 

Norm Berger     30 

   

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

Diego & Arlene Burgos    6     Jim & Leslea Rapp         15 

Tim & Rebecca Miller       6     Will & Lori Sander         17 

Conrad & Lavania Cerise  7     Jim & Peggy Spitzer      17 

Don & Estella McLean       8    David & Jeanne Foerch  20 

Harry & Bonita Case     10    Perry & Jackie Meyers   23 

Robert & Marie Danti     10    Don & Grace-Yun Wait  23   

Earl & Doreen Chase     10    Larry & Diane Caffey      24 

Wallace & Lois Clary     11    Glen & Barbara Shull      27           

Dallas &Lucille Whiting   13  Keith & Kathy Moormeier 30   

Dennis & Jill Mitcham     15  Don & Jeanette Heithoff    8 

mailto:westernoutlook@aol.com


 

THE WESTERN OUTLOOK 

Rick Hawkins, Editor                 

7381 View Pointe Circle          

Wellington, CO 80549  

 

 

Studebakers Are First Class 


