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Editor’s Corner  

The warm weather is here and another year of actives with our Studebakers is underway. After a cold 

winter slumber, the Wyoming Chapter will have the first meeting of the year on March 18 at the home of 

Jim & Carol Harkins in Casper. This is the annual “Christmas in March” meeting with more information in 

this newsletter. The Conestoga and Pikes Peak chapters have their schedules out for the year and also you 

will find a registration form for the Zone Meet being held in Colorado Springs in August. This promises to 

be another active year for all chapters. 

Rick 

Studebaker Cover Car 
The Studebaker on this months cover is a 1961 Hawk owned by Conestoga members Ray & Catherine 

Petros.  Ray calls the Hawk “Trick Hawk” and for good reason. It rides on a Corvette chassis with power 

from a Buick GNX engine and transmission. Custom interior and A/C make it a comfortable cruiser. 

Ray & Catherine can be found at many Conestoga events during the year driving this Hawk  

These Conestoga 

members stopped for a 

picture after touring 

the Coors Brewery in 

February. 



CONESTOGA CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

First I want to thank everyone for all the nice wishes after my spinal fusion surgery on January 
23rd.  All went well and I am recovering well, but not as quickly as I would like.  Patience is not my 
strong suite.  Sixteen members of the Conestoga Section enjoyed a fine day on Saturday, February 
25th, taking in a tour and sampling at the Coors Brewery in Golden and enjoying some fine authen-
tic New Mexico cuisine at the Table Mountain Inn.  

Discussion at our meeting in January at the Chili Cook-off led to additional revision of the Memorial 
Brick Guidelines. If you’d like a copy of the final draft of the guidelines, please email me at 
dhokan@comcast.net and I will send you a copy. Our next member’s meeting will be held on May 
21st at the Mt. Vernon Country Club Brunch. I will have copies there as well, and the new Guidelines 
will be up for a member vote.     

I want to be sure to thank Joann Beldt her work on the Sunshine Fund and Memorial Brick Guide-
lines, and I want to thank Marilyn Scott for taking over as Chair of the Memorial Brick Committee 
and researching and finalizing the Memorial Brick Guidelines while I was recovering.  

I am sad to report that we have recently lost two long-time Conestoga Chapter members.  

Al Crisi, a longtime Conestoga Chapter member and Estes Park resident, passed away 
peacefully on Christmas morning, 2016. Alfredo Crisi was born on October 30th, 1920 in Mount 
Vernon, New York. The love of Al’s life was his wife, Barbara. They were married 55 years. Al re-
ceived a B.S. degree in Aeronautical Engineering from New York University in 1941. Upon receiving 
his first Master’s degree in Meteorology from NYU in 1942, he was sent to serve as the Chief 
Weather Officer to the U.S. Air Force in Casablanca, Morocco. Al, along with many other service 
men under his command, forecasted the weather for D-Day. After the end of the war the Air Force 
sent Al to MIT, where he earned his second Masters in Meteorology. It was at MIT where Al and 
Barbara met. After serving in the military for 28 years, Al and Barbara retired to Estes Park with 
their son, Peter. Al taught Driver’s Education and Mathematics at the high school. The family is 
planning a memorial  for summer 2017. 

 

Norma Orloff passed away on January 22, 2017. Norma was born July 12, 1929 in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. She and husband Phil met after a church event when a clever member introduced them 
by saying that Norma needed a ride home!  Thus began their romance.  Phil was in the Air Force, 
stationed in Utah when they met. They were married on January 26, 1952.  They moved to Colora-
do for Norma’s health.  She was the organist at their church for many years, which curbed their 
ability to attend Conestoga meetings on a regular basis. Their two sons live in the metro area. Nor-
ma and Phil were featured on the back cover of Turning Wheels with their Golden Hawk at the time 
of their 50th wedding anniversary in 2002.  It is interesting to know that Phil, who was in the plas-
tics injection molding business, invented the plastic horn knob cover for Studes, Norma’s burial has 
taken place at Fort Logan National Cemetery.  
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Some Interesting History of the Conestoga Chapter: To assist the committee in doing some re-

search for the Memorial Brick Committee, Marilyn Scott contacted long time Conestoga Member Carl Farmer to 
see if he had any information. Carl, who was an originating member of our Chapter, did some research and was 
able to provide Marilyn with an interesting history. Carl told Marilyn that in May 1968 there was an article about 
Studebakers in the Denver Post. He said there were two pictures --one was a Studebaker wagon on skies, and 
another Studebaker picture. 

Carl said that he sent in an editorial to the Denver Post advising that there would be a meeting of persons inter-
ested in forming a Chapter in our area. Subsequently, a meeting was held in the Washington Park Area in May 
1968. Out of approximately 50 people who showed up, 30 of those became members (listed below). They origi-
nally called themselves the Colorado Chapter, which included members from Boulder, the Denver metro area, 
Southern Colorado, and Colorado Springs.  

In the early 1970’s the Colorado Springs members decided to form their own chapter. Those members originally 
named their chapter the Patrick Erickson Memorial Chapter. Patrick Erickson was a soldier from Colorado 
Springs killed in Vietnam. The local Denver metro area members changed their name to the Conestoga Chapter. 
It is not known when the Patrick Erickson Memorial Chapter became the Pikes Peak Chapter.  

In doing his research, Carl found a booklet, dated August 1968, containing the National Roster from the Interna-
tional Meet in South Bend.  The booklet lists the 30 members of that 1968 Colorado Chapter, as follows: 

 
Robert Bower  George Finley  Frank Klein   Larry Snyder 

Ed Bennett  Carl Farmer  James Prosser               Vincent Stevens 

Ken Blume  Lewis Flader  Carl Randolph   Mike Tozier 

W. Chandler  James George              Charles Rose   Grace Tylor 

Gayle Coburn  Joe Graetch  Ruth Salyer   Leslie (Jim) Vandell 

John Creech  Lou Harder  Edgar (Kelly) Schulz  Lloyd VanVleet 

Jerry Decker  Randall Horton              Steve Schumacher 

Harold Dewitt  Charles Klein  Phil Shuey 

 

I cannot say enough sincere thanks Carl Farmer for the time and monumental effort of locating and providing us 
with this extremely helpful and interesting information. Carl’s willingness to locate the information and provide it to 
Marilyn quickly helped us better understand our Chapter history, giving us a background for working on the Me-
morial Brick Guidelines. Thank you Carl! 

 

We have lots of great Spring and Summer events planned.  Please see our FULL events calendar elsewhere in 
this newsletter! 

 

Deb H.  ---- Life’s too short to drive boring cars 



Here is a little more history of the Conestoga Chapter.  When the Chapter was formed a newsletter 

was needed. Below is the 4th issue of the Western Outlook dated March 1969. It is only one page. 

This was given to me years ago by either Marilyn Scott or Roger Zaner, I cannot remember which. 

Roger told me that he and his mom Shirley, would print these in their basement with a mimeograph 

machine.  

Rick 
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Conestoga Chapter Schedule for 2017 
  

Sunday, March 26, 2017 -- Cheese Importers in Longmont!  Meet at McDonalds at I-25 and Colorado Hwy 

52 at 10:00 am.  Plan to enjoy their selection of over 350 cheeses, meats, specialty foods, & chocolate, as well 

as a broad selection of European housewares, linens, unique children’s items, perfumes, and soaps.  

Directions to McDonald's at I-25 and Colorado Highway 52:  From I-25 take Exit 235 and turn West on Hwy 52; 

Travel 0.1 miles on Hwy 52 and turn Left on the Frontage Road (Puritan Way) - McDonald's will be on your right 

after making the turn (Corner of Puritan Way and Hwy 52 (3650 State Highway 52, Erie, CO 80516). We will 

leave McDonalds around 10:45 for our drive up to the Cheese Importers.     

Saturday, April 22, 2017 –12:00 noon -- National Museum of World War II Aviation in Colorado 

Springs. The National Museum of World War II Aviation is home base for more than 30 aircraft (most fully re-

stored to flying condition) which are displayed along with more than 3,000 artifacts and historical documents, 

and a selection of aircraft on loan from private collections around the country.  You must reserve for this event. 

See the article appearing in this issue of The Western Outlook for directions, reservation coupon, and more info.  

Sunday, May 21, 2017 -- 49
th
 Annual Chapter Brunch at Mt. Vernon (Meet at Heritage Square between 

9:30-10:00 am for our caravan to Mt. Vernon). This event is hosted again this year by Ray & Catherine Petros. 

Cost for the brunch this year will be $29 per person for adults and $14 for children. After our brunch at Mt. 

Vernon, Ray & Catherine will host our Chapter meeting at their home, along with cake and ice cream. Please 

make reservations by May 14
th
 by calling Ray or Catherine at 303-526-5202.  

Saturday, June 3, 2017 -- Uhrich Railroad Works, Strasburg, Colorado. We will be partnering with several 

other area car clubs for this full day of fun with a foundry railroad restoration demonstration, a visit to the history 

museum, picnic, and an old fashioned day at the movies.  You won’t want to miss this event. Watch future is-

sues of The Western Outlook for updates and more information. 

Saturday July 8, 2017  - Eaton Days Car Show.  For information about the Car Show, contact Steve Do-

erschlag at 970-381-0147 or superlark1963@slbbi.com. 

Thursday August 3
rd

 – Sunday Aug. 6
th

 -- North Central Zone Meet hosted by the Pikes Peak 

Chapter. The host hotel is the four star Hotel Eleganté, located just off I-25 and Circle Drive. Mention "SDC 

Zone Meet" to get the group rate of $115.00 including a full breakfast. The hotel phone number is 800-981-4012. 

Enjoy a tour of the Penrose Heritage Center & Carriage House, Glen Eyrie Castle & the Garden of the Gods, 

guest speaker Zebulon Pike, Studebaker Show and Shine, Swap Meet, and Valve Cover Racing – All conclud-

ing with a banquet, entertainment and awards. Contact: Chuck Donkle/ Dave Bachelor, 719-784-6140  / 719-

456-2468  donklestorage@yahoo.com / twojunner@bresnan.net 

Saturday,  September 9, 2017 -- Drive Your Studebaker Day (Events TBD) 

Saturday, September 23, 2017  Fall Colors Tour 

October -- Event TBD 

Sunday, November 12, 2017 -- Thanksgiving Potluck – Forney Museum 

Sunday December 17, 2017 – Holiday Dinner – Cinzetti’s (tentative pending room confirmation). 

 

Unless otherwise noted your hosts/contact persons for all events 

 are Jay and Deborah Hokanson 303-935-8270 ● jhokanso@comcast.net 

mailto:superlark1963@slbbi.com
mailto:donklestorage@yahoo.com%20/%20twojunner@bresnan.net
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The Conestoga Chapter will be touring the Museum of 

WWII  Aviation in Colorado Springs on April 22 
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Pikes Peak Chapter 

Our meeting was held at the Village Inn, just off Circle Drive.   Eighteen members were in attendance, 

along with the two precious and pretty little girls of Mark and Tiffany.   After our meal, Dave called the 

meeting to order.  Both treasurer and secretary reports were read and approved.  John also brought up 

the fact that CCCC had brought up the fact that a gas tax could be in the offing.  At the next meeting, he 

will inform them that a vote against this taken and approved by all members.   

Dave informed members that all dealings concerning Zone Meet are proceeding well.   We now have a 

working PA system which will be used at meetings, etc. when it hard to hear just what is being discussed.   

We now have a recruiting letter which we will send to prospective members with invitation to check out 

our chapter.   Trish informed the club that she has been in touch with the Scoop and also Turning Wheels 

for our activities to be included in their magazines.   

Thanks to Marsha for the individual Valentine goodies she had for all members, and also some delicious 

homemade decorated cupcakes.  It was a fun productive day.   Don't forget the Chili Cook Off on March 

25th at the American Legion Hall #5 (off Platte and Cascade Ave) at noon.  Bring your favorite chili, or if 

not bringing chili, some other yummy foodstuffs.    

One more thing, start rounding up some great Silent Auction items for our Zone Meet.  Store-bought, 

home made or contribution from local business.  All will be welcome.   

Trish Harness 

Secretary 

These officers of the Pikes Peak SDC 

chapter, Chuck Donkle, Dave Batchelor 

and Dan Shake stopped at the Cadillac 

Ranch in Amarillo, Texas after attending 

the High Plains Texas SDC meeting.  Dur-

ing the meeting, they extended an invi-

tation to the North Central Zone Meet in 

August of this year.  



Pikes Peak Chapter Calendar of Events 2017 
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Wyoming Chapter President Message 

The first meeting of the year of the Wyoming chapter of SDC will be held March 18th at the home 

of Jim and Carol Harkins 1561 Nottingham  in Casper. We encourage all new and "old" members 

to attend. This will be a pot-luck with lunch at 12:00 noon. The main dish will be provided and 

members are encouraged to bring side dishes. Please RSVP to Jim at 307-262-6634. This first 

meeting will also be our Christmas meeting, men please bring a gift for a man not to exceed 

$20.00 and ladies do the same for a lady. The most important item on the agenda will be election 

of officers for the coming year as per by-laws. The meeting times and places will also be ad-
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SDC of Wyoming- First Meeting 2017 and Christmas Party 

On 18 March 2017 we have an important Studebaker Meeting at the home of Carol and Jim Harkins, 

1561 Nottingham Drive, Casper, Wyoming.  The meal will be at Noon, with meeting following. At this 

meeting we will elect our officers for the year, after taking nominations from the floor.  Following the 

meeting we will have a Chinese gift exchange, with gifts at less than $20.  

The hosts will have ham and scalloped potatoes, and ask the attending members to bring a salad or 
dessert. Please RSVP to 307-262-6634 for a head count, or by e-mail at jecahark@aol.com 

mailto:jecahark@aol.com




Studebaker Deals 

1962 Lark, 259 V8, Manual Transmission  $1962 

                        Carl 303-884-5884 

 

 

For Sale from the estate of John Padilla 

1957 Transtar Deluxe, 259 4 barrel V-8, 3 spd & OD with top loader truck floor shift, power Steer-
ing gear, Power brakes, Vintage Air Heat/AC System, Custom Fiberglass full bed cover, Rear axel 
machined to accept Chevy brake drums (no wheel puller needed), New rims for radial tires, NOS 
full hub caps, Factory blue and white paint colors. Truck was restored in 2008 - Engine, trans, rear 
end and mechanicals were rebuilt at that time. Electric wipers, last show it was in was the Abby 
Car Show where it took 2nd in class. Fresh chrome door eyebrows. It is fun and ready to drive. 
Asking $20,500.   Bob Hoover  720-347-7826 
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Pikes Peak Chapter                  Conestoga Chapter 

President: Dave Batchelor   719-784-6140         President: Deb Hokanson  303-935-8270 

Vice Pres:  Dan Shake     719-947-3957         Vice Pres: Jay Hokanson   303-935-8270 

Secretary: Trish Harness     303-933-8421     Secretary: Lori Sander   970-396-0359         

Treasure: Chuck Donkle       719-456-2707         Treasure:  Shelia Rink    303-986-6478 

CCCC Rep: John Glusick        719-372-3766          CCCC Rep: Roger Zaner 303-426-8843 

                                                                                     Tour Master: Jay Hokanson  303-935-8270 

                                                                                     Sunshine Fund: Joann Beldt 303-776-3753 

  

Wyoming Chapter                                                    Western Wheels Chapter                                                                                                                               

President: Bruce Berst      307-267-8370              President: Mary Miller    308-436-5359 

Vice Pres: Rick Hawkins     970-568-0141             Vice Pres: Earl Johnson   308-380-8228 

Secretary: Tammy Raver   307-259-7519              Secretary: Stuart Tritt      308-2353386   

Treasure: Jim Rapp             307-461-2829             Treasure: Perry Meyers   308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Jim Harkins  307-262-6634             Tour Master: Betty Steinwart 308-436-5461 

 

The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the Conestoga, Pikes 

Peak, Western Wheels and Wyoming Chapters of the Studebaker 

Drivers Club. Please submit any corrections, suggestions or ideas 

to the editor at: 

westernoutlook@aol.com 
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