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Editor’s Corner  

As we end the Summer and head into Fall, it has been another active year for the SDC Chapters. The 

weather did not cooperate very well for all the Fall Color Tours, but many members braved the ele-

ments and got their cars out. Fall is also the time when the Chapters hold their annual officer elec-

tions. If you have never been an officer in your local chapter, please consider putting your name in.  

Most of the current officers have been in for years and would like to step back. It is not a hard task 

and will help keep the Studebaker club going into 2018. I will stay on as editor of the Western Outlook. 

Enjoy these last few weeks of Studebaker cruising before the show flies! 

Rick 

This Months Cover Car 
The Studebaker on this months cover is the 1963 GT Hawk owned by Conestoga Member John Murphy. 

John passed away on September 14 from cancer.  John was one of the real great guys in the Chapter. 

He always greeted you with a smile and left you with a good feeling. John was a car guy. He would send 

me pictures from the car shows he attended and even helped organized a show for the senior living 

center where he and wife Joan lived. It was always a treat to see John and Joan's smiling faces when 

they would be driving that spotless, champagne colored Hawk. 

Rest In Peace John, You Will Be Missed 
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Pikes Peak SDC Chapter 

September 9, 2017 

     The chapter decided to cruise to Victor and Cripple Creek for Drive Your Studebaker 

Day.  I was not able to make it, so my sidekick, Marsha White filled in for me.   

     Reservations were set up at the Victor Hotel for those wanting to come up on Friday, 

9/8.  The Victor Hotel is on the National Register of Historic places, with antique photos 

hanging around the lobby and throughout the hotel.  The first hotel was built in 1894 by the 

Woods Brothers.  However, a devastating fire swept thru  Victor in August, 1899.  The 

wooden building fell to the fire that spread quickly and destroyed the entire town in just 

five hours.  The new hotel was constructed with brick and stone One feature in the new ho-

tel was its elevator.  It is the oldest working elevator west of the Mississippi.  And this 

came in handy during the harsh winters when the ground was frozen solid between October 

and June, and it was impossible to dig graves.  So the bodies were taken up in the elevator 

and stored on the fourth floor until the ground thawed enough to bury them.   

     On Saturday, six more members of the club showed up, along with Dave Batchelor's '64 

Daytona, Dan Shake's '51 modified Pick-up and Earl Chase's '63 Cruiser.  The Studes drew a 

lot of attention in the town.  The members toured several museums and a local bakery shop.  

The burros were also in town for the last burro race of the season.  Lunch at the Victor Ho-

tel at the Sidedoor Restaurant, then on to the Butte theatre in Cripple Creek for the play 

"The Nerd", a tale of the houseguest from hell.  The play starred actors, both local, regional 

and national. The play was humorous and from what I read on Google, had a moral.  "It's 

about people needing to go after the things they want or people not saying what they should 

say."  Fun was had for  all.  It sounded great, and I am sorry I missed it.  Maybe we can make 

plans for next year.  Pictures of the Studes were taken in front of the theatre, but I do not 

have any at this time. 

     It was also Cruise Above the Clouds weekend, so back to Victor as cars were coming into 

town from Woodland Park.  It was an absolutely beautiful weather weekend for the tour, a 

good ending to a great day. 

     Speaking of tours, Chuck and Karen Donkle had a great time in Vermont.  Having lived 

back East for a time, I am sure the colors were beautiful.  And I was happy to hear that Ka-

ren is back on her feet, still taking it easy.  Both are in relaxing mode at present. 
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     Before I go to the ghost story I heard about, I want to thank everyone who helped 

put on a great zone meet.  Starting with Earl Chase who opened his house for a barbecue 

and last minute meet details.  To Dee Glusick who sewed badges on vests for members, 

and to Bonnie Rice who manned the hospitality room daily.  I can't forget the guys who did 

last minutes glue-ons on our little Colorado pots.   And to the twins, Marsha and Patty.  I 

would not have been able to get all the silent auction items down to the banquet room 

without their help and set-up.  We had many items donated, thanks to everyone who coop-

erated in the effort.  And lastly, thanks to the members who donated boots to me, so I 

could make the table decorations for the banquet.  I received many ohs and ahs when 

guests came into the room.  Thank you everyone. 

     October 21st (Noon)---Stude Swap Meet and pot luck at Merv's.  Got something to 

sell or want to buy, bring money and/or item.  Merv's address: 13345 Trail Boss Ct.---

Peyton, Colorado.  Contact: Merv @ (719) 683-7342. 

     Nominations for officers will be in November.  I am retiring as secretary, going to 

hand over the reins.  I have enjoyed it, but time for someone else to have the fun.   

     As I said earlier Victor is an historical town, and old.  So naturally, with bodies being 

stored on the 4th floor in winter, there are also ghost stories.  The most prevalent ghost 

is a man called Eddie who allegedly fell down the elevator shaft.  Staying in room 301 at 

the time of his death, Eddie is often seen in his room, in the hallways and in the elevator.  

The ghostly activity usually happens around 3:00 am. 

     One of our members had such an occurrence.  Dave Batchelor told the members that 

after dinner, he fell asleep around 9 pm, but around 3:30 am, he was awoken with the tv 

on.  He turned it off, and as he was crawling back into bed, he felt someone crawling into 

bed with him.  He looked around, saw no one, so he told "whoever" that he was going back 

to sleep, and the ghost (Eddie ?) went away.  I am not sure I would be that brave, would 

probably leave the lights on, say some prayers, or even gotten dressed and went down to 

the lobby to spend the rest of the night.  In looking up the hotel on Google, I read that 

many ghost hunters have investigated, and always ask for rooms 301 and/or 307.   

     On that note, I wish everyone a Happy Halloween.   

Trish Harness 

Secretary 

Pikes Peak News Continue 
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WYOMING CHAPTER 

We have but one meeting left for this year.  It is October 21st at the Bozeman Steak House in Buffalo at 

12 pm. Please make every attempt to attend this meeting especially if you have not made it to any this 

year. The nomination committee will be contacting each of you for nominations for the ballot to be vot-

ed upon in March for the 2018 calendar year. I urge you to nominate someone, or volunteer to place 

your name on the ballot. See you all in October in Buffalo. 

 Bruce 
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Secretary Report 

September 23rd at the Best Western in Hulett at 6:20pm. President  Bruce Berst called the meeting to 

order. August minutes were read with Jim Rapp voicing a correction to note that he has not been the 

only chapter Treasurer. He has been the treasurer for only the last 10 years. Minutes were accepted 

with this correction being noted. 

Treasurers report was given . Discussion was once again on members that have not paid current dues. 

Jim has sent out the second and last notice to 7 families that have not responded. Treasurers report ap-

proved and accepted. 

  OLD BUSINESS:  

     A.)  Facebook discussion tabled until Rick is present to give a full report. 

     B.)  Membership renewals were  covered in the treasurers report with last notices being sent out. 

     C.)  Studebaker Museum tickets for their annual fund raiser. Jim Harkins made a motion that the Wyo-

ming Chapter purchase 3 tickets for the sum of $100.00 to support the museum. Motion was put before 

the present group for discussion. Motion carried. Three tickets will by purchased by the Chapter. Jim 

Rapp will write out the check, tickets will be purchase and sent in. 

     D.)  Nominating committee: Jim Harkins and Leonard Hollar will head up the committee. These two 

will be calling all active members to ask about suggestions for officers or if individuals would like to be on 

the ballot. 

          1.) Jim Rapp has mentioned he wouldn't mind being our Tour Master for the 2018 year. 

 NEW BUSINESS: 

     A.)  October meeting is October 21st in Buffalo at the Bozeman Trail Steakhouse. Ellis & Annette Black 

are hosting, please be there by noon. 

     B.)  Bricks at the Studebaker Museum from the Wyoming Chapter. This will be researched and further 

discussion to take place at the October meeting. 



   C.)  Other ideas to support and make a showing at some other car shows. 

          1.) Support trophies 

              a.) Buffalo Car Show 

              b.) Douglas Car Show 

              c.) Casper Car Show 

     D.)  Newspaper write ups that are appearing in the Casper Star Tribune seem to be catching 

attention and have had some response to attracting new members. 

     E.)  Discussion on making the Sheridan Polo matches an annual event. This idea will be dis-

cussed further at the next meeting and in March when we set the schedule for the 2018 season. 

     F.)  Last tidbit. Annually the Fall Colors dinner has been paid for by the club account. 

         Carol Harkins made a motion to continue this tradition by having tonight's dinner paid for by 

the club. Tammy Raver seconded. Motion carried with all present. Tonight's dinner will be paid 

for, this excludes any adult beverages. Adult beverages will be the responsibility of those ordering 

them. Dinner is to follow this meeting at the Ponderosa Restaurant. 

With no other business before the group the meeting was adjourned at 6:57pm 

 Respectfully submitted,  

 Tammy 
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Wyoming Chapter Continue  

*   Liz Lawrence . . . Looking for complete Rear end for a 'C' body car with over-drive 

 *   Bruce Berst . . . Looking for a set of 1941 - 46 Chrome headlight trim rings for a Champion . . . (307) 

267 - 8370 

 *   Jim Harkins . . . Has Lark Wagonaire parts for SALE  . . . (307) 262 - 6634 

 *   Rick Whalen . . . For SALE . . .1939 Coupe Express minus engine & transmission   Body 90% com-

plete would make an excellent street-rod or resto-mod    $5000.00 Firm  (307) 262 - 8952 

 *   Unknown owner . . . For SALE . . .  (307)  262 - 4368 

                                      1962  Avanti . . . Good driver 

                                      1960 Golden Hawk . . . needs total restoration 

                                      1950 Champion Bullet nose . . . 2 door, solid body & all glass, motor? 

Studebaker Deals     



Western Wheels News 

September Started out for some Western Wheels members with the annual Labor Day Weekend 

Event in Custer, SD.  Members attending from the south were:  Mary Miller; Earl & Becky Johnson; 

Perry, Jackie & Corina Meyers; and Stuart Tritt.  We all had a good time but the smoke from the fires 

in Montana hampered some of the activities, mainly seeing and breathing.  Early & Becky Johnson 

won the Chapter President’s Choice award with their 1937 Dictator. 

 

Next on the agenda was the world famous “International Drive Your Studebaker Day”.  Mary Miller 

had her 1960 Lark Conv., Perry Meyers was in his 1961 Hawk, Harry, Bonita & Charlene Case drove 

their 1953 Champion Sedan and I (Stuart Tritt) had my 1984 Avanti.  We all participated in the Chim-

ney Rock Days Parade in Bayard, NE then went to El Charrito Restaurant in Scottsbluff for lunch. 

 

Some of  the members are planning to attend the Oktoberfest Car Show in Sidney, NE on October 

7th, weather permitting .  Our October meeting is on the 14th and Harry & Bonita Case are the hosts.  

We are to meet at the Gering High School parking lot at 4 PM and tour to Torrington, WY and will eat 

and have our meeting at Grandpa Chuys.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Stuart 
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Pikes Peak Chapter                  Conestoga Chapter 

President: Dave Batchelor   719-784-6140         President: Deb Hokanson  303-935-8270 

Vice Pres:  Dan Shake     719-947-3957         Vice Pres: Jay Hokanson   303-935-8270 

Secretary: Trish Harness     303-933-8421     Secretary: Lori Sander   970-396-0359         

Treasure: Chuck Donkle       719-456-2707         Treasure:  Shelia Rink    303-986-6478 

CCCC Rep: John Glusick        719-372-3766          CCCC Rep: Roger Zaner 303-426-8843 

                                                                                     Tour Master: Jay Hokanson  303-935-8270 

                                                                                     Sunshine Fund: Joann Beldt 303-776-3753 

  

Wyoming Chapter                                                    Western Wheels Chapter                                                                                                                               

President: Bruce Berst      307-267-8370              President: Mary Miller    308-436-5359 

Vice Pres: Rick Hawkins     970-568-0141             Vice Pres: Earl Johnson   308-380-8228 

Secretary: Tammy Raver   307-259-7519              Secretary: Stuart Tritt      308-235-3386   

Treasure: Jim Rapp             307-461-2829             Treasure: Perry Meyers   308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Jim Harkins  307-262-6634             Tour Master: Betty Steinwart 308-436-5461 

 

 

The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the Conestoga, Pikes Peak, Western Wheels and 

Wyoming Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club. 

Chapter Officers 
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National Studebaker Drivers Club Membership Application 

Name____________________________________________ 

Spouse___________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________________ 

Studebakers Owned:________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Dues: First Year & Student Rates- $24.00 

US —Regular Membership.- $31.00 –1st class $60.00 

Canada— Regular $39.00- 1st class mail- $60.00 

To join SDC, complete this application & send your check 

or money order in US funds to: 

Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1715 

Maple Grove, MN 55311-7615           Telephone: 763-420-7829 

 


