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Conestoga May Meeting 

Good day Conestoga Chapter members.  This month’s activity is our Annual Conestoga Chapter Birthday 

Celebration at Mount Vernon Country Club on Sunday, May 17th.  Please R.S.V.P to either Ray Petros or 

myself no later than May 10th!  We will meet at Heritage Square’s parking lot at 10:00 for a 10:15 de-

parture to Mount Vernon.  Brunch starts at 11:00 and the cost is $25 for adults and $13 for children un-

der 11.   Please plan to pay your annual chapter dues at this time as well (they are due June 1st). A 

friendly reminder that attire for this event is, at minimum, “dress casual” (no jeans, tennis shoes, shorts 

or T-shirts please). My contact information is (303) 917-1408 or trirexo@yahoo.com. 

Conestoga Meeting Schedule 
May 17th, Conestoga Annual Birthday Brunch - Mount Vernon Country Club 

June 27th & 28th,  Conestoga Member Zone Meet Preparation 

July 9th-12th, Conestoga Chapter hosted North Central SDC Zone Meet - Eaton, Colo. 

July 26th, Buffalo Bill Days Orphan Car Show - Golden 

August 16th- 22nd, SDC 51st International Meet - St. Louis, MO 

September 4th-7th, Dakotas Chapter Annual Labor Day Event – Custer, SD 

Wyoming Chapter May Meeting 

If you are planning to come to Sheridan for the May meeting, please RSVP to Jim and Leslea at 307-

461-2829 or 307-752-4791 by Wed., May 13th.  As of now we are planning to eat at the Sheridan Inn 

at 11:30, followed by a tour of the Kendrick Mansion and the monthly meeting.  Plans will be finalized 

within the next week for specific places and times. 

If you are planning on going to the Conestoga Chapter Meeting at Mount Vernon please RSVP to Ray 

or Rex ASAP. Also we need everyone that is planning on attending the Zone Meet in Eaton to get 

their registration form in ASAP.  I have attached both registration forms for these events in this 

newsletter. 

Rick 
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Conestoga 

Greetings to all of our friends in Studebakerdome!   

The Conestoga April outing was dampened by showers, drizzle, wind, clouds and a certain early 
Spring chill in the air, but even with all that, we still had a nice turn-out of 22 folks!!  Those twenty-
two enjoyed a very nice lunch at the 102 year-old Pepper Pod Restaurant in Hudson.  The owners 
are proud of their entirely made-from-scratch menu, right down to their salad dressings and pie 
crusts.  The food was great and the company exceptional! Despite the less-than-favorable weather, 
three Studebakers made the gathering: 1951 Champion, Rex Osborn & Christof Kheim; 1964 Avanti, 
Bill Davis and 1987 Avanti, Larry Ramsdell.  Not everyone felt like braving the elements after lunch, 
but 7 hardy souls went on to tour the Wildlife Sanctuary in neighboring Keenesburg. We quickly dis-
covered that the weather wasn't very fit for human enjoyment, but the "big cats" and bears definitely 
enjoy the cooler, wet weather, with dozens to be seen wandering their refuge.  Due to the weather 
and several requests, we'll be sure and put the Wildlife Sanctuary back on the calendar as one of next 
year's events in hopes the weather is more hospitable to both humans and Studebakers alike!  

Once again, a reminder that our wonderful, annual Mount Vernon Country Club Brunch and Conesto-
ga Chapter Birthday Celebration on May 17th is fast approaching.  Reservations must be made by 
May 10th, so please RSVP to either Rex Osborn or Ray Petros soon! (See registration flyer in this 
newsletter.)  We would love to see all of you and, of course, your Studebakers.  For those who've 
never attended, the event includes not only a fabulous brunch with a great view, but also exclusive 
Studebaker Parking right in front of the country club, followed by cake & ice cream at the business 
meeting hosted at the lovely home of Catherine & Ray Petros.  Be sure to plan and join us! 

And finally, let's not forget about our Zone Meet July 9th-12th in Eaton, Colorado; just a short drive 
from the Denver Metro Area.  Registrations have not been overwhelming and we hope to have a 
great turn-out from all four Western Outlook chapters.  Please make both your hotel and meet reser-
vations soon, because once the rooms are all booked, the alternate hotel moves you a few miles away 
from the Studebaker excitement into neighboring Greeley. (See registration form in this newsletter.) 
There are lots of great activities and a car show planned, so come join us in northeastern Colorado 
for a great time! 

Until next we meet, everyone take care and don't polish the Studebaker too hard! -Christof 
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Hi Folks, 

We had a wonderful meeting and lunch at the Bozeman 

Trail Steak House in Buffalo, Wyoming. We are plan-

ning lots of adventures and touring new sites. We might 

even find a ghost or two when our May meeting is 

in Sheridan, at the Sheridan Inn. Thanks to Ellis & Annette 

Black for hosting the April meeting. Hope all is well and 

looking forward to seeing you all in Sheridan. 

Happy Cruising! 

Connie 

 

Connie Thompson’s Studebaker 

Buckboard Wagon 

Wyoming Chapter 

The  Wyoming Chapter of SDC held their monthly meeting at the Bozeman Trail Steak House in Buffalo, 

WY, on April 18. Minutes were read and approved. In the absence of the treasurer, there was no treasur-

er's report. Balance as of last meeting is what was reported at that time. OLD BUSINESS : Continued on 

discussion of falls color tour. Report was given by Tammy Raver as to costs and dates available in Jackson.  

The Chuckwagon Dinner is unable to return calls as they are currently not open. Due to high price of lodg-

ing, other options will be explored. Possible lodging stays in Cody and/or Powell will be explored by com-

mittee member. Jim Harkins will explore route in NE Wyoming with a possible excursion into the Black 

Hills to Spearfish Canyon. Reports will be discussed at next meeting.  2.) Reminder to members who plan 

on attending Zone meet in Eaton to get registered.  NEW BUSINESS :  1.) It was presented that the Mon-

tana Chapter has requested a zone change to possibly join the North Central Zone. It is our understanding 

a formal request has been presented to the National.  2.) Bruce Berst presented the idea, rules and guide-

lines for the meeting in June. The meeting will be a treasure hunt.  Members who plan on attending please 

RSVP to Bruce by the 26th of June so we know how many will be participating. RSVP to (307) 267-8370. 

Members attending must meet at the K-MART parking lot on East Second Street at 11:00 a.m. on June 27 

in Casper. There will be 12 stops and logged in order of clues given. Prizes will  given for first and second 

place teams.  3.) Bruce also reported on correspondence from Chuck Donkle, zone coordinator, who said 

that the 2016 North Central Zone Meet in Canada has been canceled due to conflicts.  Rick Hawkins pro-

posed that our chapter host the 2016 North Central Zone meet in Casper. Motion passed. Correspondence 

with Chuck Donkle has confirmed that the North Central Zone Meet will be held in Casper most likely to be 

in July. With no other business to be discussed, the meeting was adjourned. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Bruce Berst  Secretary 
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Pikes Peak Chapter 

Pikes Peak members met at the house of Jack and Marilee Thiel for their monthly event.  Fifteen 

members and three Studes were in attendance.  

At Jack's garage we toured his collection of classic antique automobiles, including a 1928 Model A 

Ford that Jack and Marilee drove around the perimeter of Mexico in 54 days.  Next to it, a 1938 Chrys-

ler among other classic iron.  His workshop and "man cave" with automobile and model train collec-

tions held items that capture your interest and imagination.   

For the ladies, Marilee showed her wonderful and beautiful collection of porcelain and kewpie dolls.   

Many had been made by Marilee's mother and were in period dress.  Others she and Jack had collect-

ed in their travels.  

The club thanks Jack and Marilee for welcoming us into their home and their wonderful hospitality.  

Which included asking us to hold our meeting in their home due to the abundance of snacks they had 

provided.  So Gunther Toody's was shelved and a short meeting took place at that time.   

The next event will be on May 16th at the Abbey in Canon City.  Living in or near Colorado Springs, 

meet at the NW side of the Safeway at Academy/115.  We leave at 7am.  Meet in Canon City/Walmart 

at 8am and leave all togetherfor the Abbey at 8:30.  That way, all Studes can park together.  Contact/

Email Marsha White or Dave Batchelor if planning to attend.   

Don't forget donations for Tessa.  They have sent "Thank you" notes for past items.  Kings' Sooper gift 

cards are always welcome.   

It was suggested our club send a donation for trophy to the International in St. Louis.  It was approved 

by club members present.   

 Membership reminder---June is the month to pay dues ($20).  There will be a 60 day grace period, 

pay by August or dropped from club.   

Best wishes to Bonnie Rice who suffered a medical setback.  The club hopes you are doing well.  Miss 

you.       

Again, a big THANK YOU to Jack and Marilee for opening their homes to us.    

Trish Harness--Secretary 
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Western Wheels Chapter 

The May meeting is being hosted by the Whitings. The club has been invited to bring  their cars and 

participate in the annual Potter Days in Potter, Nebraska on Saturday June 27. 

Members planning to show their cars at the High Plains Auto Club Car Show on Father’s Day week-

end in Gering were urged to register soon as Dallas learned that registration to show cars is being 

limited this year for the first time. 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 

May 9 — Meeting hosted by Whitings 

June 4-7— Sugar Valley Rally — Scottsbluff 

June 19-21— Fathers Day Car Show – Gering 

June 27– Potter Days — Potter  

July 9-12— North Central Zone Meet— Eaton, Colorado 

MAY BIRTHDAY’S 

      Jeanette Heithoff      1    Glen Davis   24 

      Arden Exner       5    Jack Thiel   25 

      Larry Floren       5    Pete Tetley   27 

      Linden Welle       6     Jan Farmer   28              

     Darlene Wylie              12    Ernie Schmidt  28 

     Chuck Donkle              17    Brian Emerson  28 

     Rick Hawkins              18    Will Kuhlers  29 

     Mark Koch              18    Norm Gieseker  30 

     Tony Reese              22    Kathy Moormeier  30 
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The DOT code is used by the Department of Transportation (DOT) to track tire production for recall 

purposes. If a tire proves to be defective, this number helps keep track of where these tires ended up 

so buyers can be notified of the problem. At the end of the DOT code you'll find a four-digit number. 

This is the manufacturing date of the tire. The first two digits stand for the week; the other two are 

the year. For example, if your tire had "1613" listed, it was manufactured on the 16th week of 2013. 

If you come across a three-digit number, you have a tire that was manufactured before 2000. A DOT 

tire code of "127" indicates the tire was made on the 12th week of the seventh year of the decade. But 

it's difficult to know whether that was 1997 or even 1987. Some tires produced in the 1990s may 

have a small triangle following the DOT number to identify the decade. But any tire that has a three-

digit code is history. Tire experts recommend that you replace tires that are six or more years 

old, regardless of their tread depth. 

Sometimes the DOT number will be located on the inside of the tire. In this case, you can either jack 

up the car to inspect it, or check with your local mechanic or tire shop. You should also make a habit 

of checking the manufacturing date on your spare tire as well. 

Rick 

 

Tire Tech 

 

Manufacture Week - "11" 
The first pair of digits identifies the week the tire was manufactured. In this case, the tire was 
manufactured in the 11th week. The number 01 would indicate the first week of January, 
where as the number 52 would indicate the last week of December. 

Manufacture Year - "05" 
The second pair of digits identifies the year that the tire was manufactured, in this case 2005. 

Now that the driving season is here, it is a good idea to check the age of your tires.  Many of us judge the 

condition of a tire by just looking at the tread depth. More important is the age of the tire. I have had this 

happen to me twice where a tire has looked like “New Tread” but the tire failed and in one case blown 

out at 55 mph causing damage to the car. Wyoming Chapter member, Bruse Berst, had a new front tire 

blow out on the front of his Packard Hawk last year. This tire turned out to be close to ten years old and 

sat in a tire warehouse until it was sold. This caused much damage to the right front fender and the car is 

still in the body shop. Thankfully, in both these cases no one was hurt but did considerable damage to the 

car.  When buying new tires for your Studebaker be aware of just how old they are. There is lots of infor-

mation on a tire, but one of the most important is the DOT CODE. I have shown here the basic info on 

reading this code. 



CONESTOGA’S BIRTHDAY BRUNCH 

AT MT. VERNON COUNTRY CLUB 
 

Sunday, MAY 17, 2015 AT 11:00AM 

(RESERVATIONS ONLY) 
DRESS CODE: BUSINESS CASUAL 

TIE OR JACKET  

(PLEASE—NO JEANS OR T-SHIRTS) 

 

$25.00 PER PERSON 

$13.00 FOR CHILDREN—AGE 3 TO 11 

(UNDER 3 IS FREE) 

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS BY  

SUNDAY, MAY 10 

BY CALLING Ray or Catherine Petros @ 303.526.5202 

OR  Rex Osborn @ 303.917.1408 

MEET AT HERITAGE SQUARE Parking Lot BETWEEN 

9:30AM—10:00AM—DEPART AT 10:00AM 

CARAVAN TO MT. VERNON 

ARRIVE AT MT. VERNON AT 10:30AM 

BRUNCH AT 11:00AM 

DRIVE YOUR STUDEBAKER or AVANTI!! 

It is the 163-year anniversary of Studebaker (1852). It will be Conestoga’s 47th 

birthday celebration (1968) and  

our 19th annual brunch at MVCC. 

Members of the Rocky Mountain Avanti Chapter and other SDC and AOIA Chap-

ters are welcome!  The chapter meeting will be at Ray & Catherine Petros’ 

house after the Brunch. As is tradition, a cake will feature a Stude theme on it 

and there will be drinks and ice cream too.   

Ray’s Studebaker model car collection will also be on display. 
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1963 Lark Standard 4dr Sedan 

This Standard is a no option Studebaker except for 

the 259 V8. Manual Transmission without Over-

drive. Body is in good shape with just the usual rust 

in the front fenders. All glass is good, Radiator has 

been cleaned out, New Fuel Pump, Battery, Voltage 

Regulator, Muffler and Four New Radial Tires, Eve-

rything Works. Red Interior needs new Seat Covers.  

Runs Good, Drive It Home 

$2400   Car is located in Wellington, Colorado 

Contact Rick for more info and pictures. 

970-568-0141 or westernoutlook@aol.com 

Wife's birthday next month. She wants nothing more 

than the Studey out of our garage. It's a '52 Champ 4 

DR, flathead 6, w/3 speed; chopped top. Rebuilt en-

gine, seat upholstery, and body all good. Front floor 

Boards, not so much. $500 or best offer. 801-631-

6658 or chetandsusiekas@comcast.net 

         1949  2R16-55 Studebaker Truck 

Dual Wheels & 2 Speed Axle, Has old drilling rig 

mounted on back. Truck is located in Coaldale, 

Colorado. $1000 obo. Contact JD at 303-526-1821 

or jdmiller@writeme.com 



        
Conestoga Chapter: 

President: Christof Kheim  303-859-9966  

Vice Pres:  Rex  Osborn         303-917-1408 

Secretary:  Lori Sander            970-396-0359 

Treasurer:  Shelia Rink 303-986-6478 

Sunshine Fund: Kay Murray  303-452-3029 

CCCC:  Shirley Zaner  303-426-8843 

Events:  Rex Osborn                 303-917-1408 

Editor:  Rick Hawkins  970-568-0141 

E-mail:  WesternOutlook@aol.com 

Website: www.frontrangestudebakers.com 

 

Western Wheels Chapter: 

President: Dallas Whiting 308-635-2767 

Vice Pres:  Mary Miller 308-436-5359 

Secretary:  Stuart Tritt  308-235-3386 

Treasurer:  Perry Meyers 308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Betty Steinwart  308-436-5461 
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The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the 

Conestoga, Pikes Peak, Western Wheels and 

the Wyoming Chapters of the Studebaker  

Drivers Club. 

Please submit any corrections, suggestions or 

ideas to the editor at: 

westernoutlook@aol.com 

 

 

 

Pikes Peak Chapter: 

President:  Fred Cappo  719-633-8742 

Vice Pres:  Marcia White  719-591-1697 

Secretary:  Trish Harness    303-933-8421 

Treasurer:  Jim Harness 303-933-8421 

Tour Master: Marcia White   719-591-1697 

CCCC: Roger Zaner  303-426-8843 

 

Wyoming Chapter: 

President: Connie Thompson  307-267-2790 

Vice Pres: Bill Nieman  307-467-5787 

Secretary:  Bruce Berst 307-472-7712 

Treasurer:  Jim Rapp  307-461-2829 

Tour Master: Jim Harkins 307-262-6634 

 

mailto:westernoutlook@aol.com
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Studebakers Are First Class 


