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The photo on this month’s cover is a car competing in the Sugar Valley Rally. This event takes place 

the first weekend in June in Western Nebraska. I am getting the word out now, so if you want to 

compete in the Rally, you can start making your plans. The Sugar Valley Rally is a precision-timed 

driving event sanctioned by the Vintage Car Rally Association. The Rally is open to cars 1968 and 

older. Cars newer than 50 years can join the "touring class" and run the routes and join in the fun, 

but are not eligible for prize money. For more information please contact Stuart Tritt of the West-

ern Wheels Chapter.  

The annual Conestoga Chapter Birthday Brunch at Mount Vernon Country Club is May 20th. Please 

see the flyer in this Western Outlook. If you are planning to attend, your payment must be sent in 

by May 10th. Please get your reservation in ASAP. 

The Wyoming Chapter will be meeting in Cheyenne on April 21st at noon. We will be staying at The 

Historic Plains Hotel which is located at 1600 Central Ave & the Lincoln Hwy. The Plains Hotel was 

built in 1911 and has a haunted history. You can contact the Plains Hotel at 307-638-3311 and say 

you are with the Studebaker Club. A few of us will be there on Friday & Saturday night. After the 

noon meeting we will tour the Train Depot and Museum with dinner about 6pm at the Albany Ho-

tel.  All activities are just within walking distance from our hotel.  Hope to see you in Cheyenne! 

Rick 

Wyoming Chapter President, 

Bruce Berst, presented Jim Rapp 

with an appreciation award for 

his 12 years of service as the 

Wyoming Chapter Treasurer 

during the March meeting. 

Jim is a founding member of the 

Wyoming Chapter. 



CONESTOGA CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Eighteen members and guests enjoyed lunch at the Islamorada Fish Company and an informative 
tour of the Furniture Row Racing Shop on March 22nd.    After pictures were taken in the foyer, we 
were escorted through the shop by our seasoned NASCAR crew member.  It was fun to see the be-
hind the scenes work that keeps Martin Truex, Jr.’s #78 cars in top racing condition, and we learned 
a lot about NASCAR Racing in general.   No formal meeting was held, but Jay and I did bring mem-
bers up to date about our April and May Events. 

April 14, 2018 (Saturday) -  Spirit of Flight Museum in Erie  -   Here is your chance to see and touch 
the battle scarred, bullet-riddled propeller of a BF-109 that went down fighting and was recovered 
60 years later; see a very rare target drone made by Radioplane, the company Marilyn Monroe 
worked for during World War II; enjoy a fantastic Quilt Show; and a take a chance to win a fully re-
stored rare 1957 T-Bird (in stunning  Starmist Blue).  We will meet at  11:30 am the Spirit of Flight 
Center at 2650 S Main St. in Erie.  After our tour we will have lunch at the Lazy Dog Sports Bar & Grill 
at 3100 Village Vista Dr. in Erie.  For more information contact Jay or Deborah Hokanson at 303-935-
8270 or jhokanso@comcast.net. 

May 20, 2018 (Sunday) – Annual Birthday Brunch at Mt. Vernon Country Club  - In addition 
to celebrating the Chapter’s birthday, we will celebrate the 60 year mark of the Studebaker – 
Mercedes-Benz distribution alliance.   We have invited the Denver and Pike’s Peak Sections of 
the Mercedes-Benz club to join us at Mt. Vernon for this event.  Cost will be $32 per person 
(includes tax and gratuity);  $16 for children 3-11.   Please drive your Studebaker or Avanti.  You 
must reserve and send payment for this event by May 10th. Please do not procrastinate, as we 
want to have enough reservations to secure the (private) Canyon Room.  Please see the article, 
with reservation coupon, elsewhere in this issue. You will also enjoy Jay’s article about the Stu-
debaker-Mercedes Distribution Alliance! 

Other events on the horizon: 

      June – Black American West History Museum  (tentative) 

July -   Banjo Billy Historic Denver Bus Tour (tentative) 

August 19, 2018- Rambler Ranch 

August 31 – September 3 – North Central Zone Meet – Custer, SD 

September  -  Fall Colors Tour hosted by Joann Beldt 

October –  Cherokee Ranch  (tentative) 

November 11, 2018 – Annual Thanksgiving Potluck at the Forney 

Deb H.  ---- Life’s too short to drive boring cars       
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 If you know of someone who is in the hospital, has a serious illness, has passed away, 
or is experiencing a milestone life event or achievement, please notify our Sunshine 
Fund Administrator, Joann Beldt, so that she can express our encouragement and sup-
port!  Contact Joanne at 303-776-3753 or by email at joannlb@yahoo.com. 

  

mailto:jhokanso@comcast.net
mailto:joannlb@yahoo.com
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1958 Studebaker Corporation Brings Mercedes-Benz to 

America 

Mercedes-Benz had a very weak distribution system in the Unites States in the early to middle 1950’s.  Except for a few 

racing SLs the mark was virtually invisible in the United States.   In an attempt to expand sales in the US, Mercedes needed 

a partner with a large dealer network.  Negotiations started in 1957 and a Distribution Alliance agreement was reached 

with the Studebaker-Packard Corporation.  Beginning in 1958 Studebaker-Packard had exclusive rights to distribute Mer-

cedes in the United States. The agreement also prohibited Studebaker-Packard from developing and selling their own luxu-

ry car which may have sped up the demise of Packard and then Studebaker.  

After 1958 the Packard line was discontinued but Studebaker retained distribution rights for Mercedes-Benz.  A few execu-

tives from the Packard division formed a subsidiary within Studebaker Corp. named Mercedes-Benz Sales, Inc. with offices 

located in South Bend, Indiana. 

Dealerships had to promise to purchase $10,000 in tools, parts, supplies and provide floor space for 2 to 4 Mercedes vehi-

cles to be able to offer Mercedes for sale in their dealership.  By 1964 more than 150 Studebaker dealerships were also sell-

ing Mercedes with 20 now selling Mercedes exclusively. 

By the early 1960’s Mercedes was delivering more than 20,000 vehicles a year to customers in the United States.  Mercedes 

decided they could go it alone without Studebaker and bought back the Mercedes-Benz Sales, Inc. contract for $9 million, 

more than 5 times the original value.  Mercedes-Benz of North America was formed in 1963 and Studebaker produced it 

last vehicle some three years later. 

--******-- 

The Mile-High Section and the Conestoga Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club have had periodic reunions.  2018 is the 

60th anniversary of the Distribution Alliance between the two companies and the Conestoga Chapter is inviting Mercedes 

Club members to join them for a car show and Champaign Buffet Brunch at Mount Vernon Country Club, Sunday, May 20, 

2018.  Prepaid reservations are required using the form found in this newsletter. Deadline for reservations is May 10th. We 

would really like to see some Mercedes-Benz vehicles from the 1950’s and 1960’s displayed at the car show.   – Jay Hokan-

son 

           

Studebaker-Packard & Mercedes-Benz advertisements from 1958 
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2018 is the 30th running of the Sugar Valley Rally.  The best place to view the cars are at the Busi-
ness After Hours on Friday evening June 1 at Reganis Honda dealership.  Another highlight is the cer-
emonial start at 8:00 am at the Scotts Bluff County Airport, this is in conjunction with the annual Ex-
perimental Aircraft Association fly in which also attracts several military aircraft.  Other places to 
view the cars are lunchtime in Kimball, Nebraska also on Saturday and the Sunday finish at Cozad's 
Antique Ford Garage in Gering, NE usually around lunch time.  Many of the members of the Western 
Wheels Chapter of the Studebaker Club either participate and or help with the rally.  We would like 
to see more Studebakers represented in the rally or it is a fun time to come and see the cars and the 
take off or come in.  More information can be had at www.sugarvalleyrally.com or facebook "The 
Sugar Valley Rally".  
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Western Wheels Chapter 

April 14—TBA—Whiting— A tour of the Whiting Sign Shop  

May 12—TBA  

June 1-3 Sugar Valley Rally—Scottsbluff  

June 16-17 Fathers Day Car Show—Gering  

June 30– Potter Days– Potter, NE  
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 Wyoming Chapter 

Wyoming Chapter members, I want to Thank you for your vote of confidence in me for another year as your President. 

We have grown over the last year as a Chapter, and are back to a Fun club. There are a number of new members and as 

always some continuing members we never see. I encourage each and every member to make at least one meeting this 

year. The monthly meetings are scattered over the State so hopefully you can attend the one closest to you. Also watch 

for information in the Star-Tribune under the Town Crier section for the Time, Date, Place and a contact person. Let's get 

those Stude's dusted off and shined up, fueled and out to enjoy the 2018 driving season! 

Bruce 

March 17th 2018, Casper, Wy.  President Bruce called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. There were 15 active members in 

attendance with Ron & Pat Potter being our newest members. Bruce asked everyone to introduce themselves and tell a little 

story about their cars. Bruce asked for October minutes to be read to refresh everyone on business at hand. Minutes were 

read and approved. Treasurer, Jim Rapp gave his report and stated we had received membership dues over the winter to 

bringing us up to 52 current members. We had several pieces of correspondence in regards to up coming car shows. These 

will be given to Rick to include in the Newsletter and hopefully on our Facebook page. 

Bruce then took a moment to Thank Jim & Carol Harkins for hosting our Christmas/ St. Patrick's Day meeting.  

     Business at hand, Old Business began with elections. . . Our new officers are as follows 

                                President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  Bruce Berst 

                                Vice President. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick Hawkins 

                                Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leonard Holler 

                                Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tammy Raver 

     Jim Rapp and Jim Harkins will serve as our tour masters and they already have some wonderful trips in the works. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

           A.  Trophy Sponsorships 

              1.  Big Horn Car Show 

              2.  Knights Kruz Douglas Car Show 

Discussion set guidelines as to a $50.00  limit and Class distinction of Orphan Category.  'Orphan' being defined as a car that 

is no longer in production. Motion made by Leslea Rapp, Annette Black was our second Motion carried  & approved.  

           B.  Agenda and planning of monthly meetings 

             April 21st . . Cheyenne, Meeting will be at 12 Noon at The Historic Plains Hotel  

             May 19th. . .Bruce & Tammy in Casper will plan something be ready for info in April 

             June 9th. . . Leonard Holler at the Douglas Car Show ( Look for Bruce or Tammy to check meeting place) 

             July 21st. . . TBA Possible Polo Match in Sheridan, Jim & Leslea will check on dates and do the planning 

             August. . . Will be over the Labor Day Zone Meet in Custer ( Look for Bruce or Tammy) 

             Sept 28th - 30th. . . Fall Colors Tour  Jim & Leslea Rapp Please refer to the included agenda for the Tour Jim Rapp has 

in place up to the Little Big Horn Battlefield 

              Oct 20th. . . Ellis & Annette Black in Buffalo at The Bozeman Trail Steakhouse 



Western Outlook March 2018  Page 9 

  Wyoming Chapter       

C. Bricks at the Studebaker Museum 

              1. Jim Rapp looked up pricing and sizes of bricks ---- After a short group discussion Leslea Rapp put a motion on the floor 

that the club purchase a 4 X 8 brick with 2 lines to read: First line: Wyoming  

                  Second line: Chapter SDC. Motion carried and Leonard will get the funds and request moving. Leonard  

                  will issue a check for $200.00 for the brick. 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION:  President Bruce Berst asked past Treasurer to please come to the center of the room. In deep appreci-

ation of Jim Rapp's 12 years of service as the Wyoming Chapter's Treasurer he was presented with an engraved plaque. Thank 

you to Jim and his wife, Leslea, for their constant support and participation in the Wyoming Chapter. 

   NEW BUSINESS: 

            A.  Bruce asked Jim Rapp if he would consider being the Chapter's historian. Documents have been turned over to Leonard 

Holler so he has been entrusted with the very important history. 

            B.   Overview of Chapter's accomplishments and the President's goals. 

                 1. 2016 Zone Meet  Hosting, Huge success, What a Great time! 

                 2. Update and modernize the chapter's By-Laws 

                 3. Increasing membership      Show 52 paid members on paper 

            C.  Touched base again on the cars at the Sunrise mine - No further progress at this time. 

            D.  Bruce has put together an 8 month schedule, beginning with April, of car shows, auctions, and other events going on 

throughout the spring and summer. 

            E.  Bruce is the host for the Annual Gumbo Cook-Off, which is a major fund raiser for the National Historic Trails Center. 

Would really like to see a good showing of Studebakers at this show. Tickets/wristbands are $10.00 for entry and all the Gumbo 

you can eat. The date for this event is June 2nd in Casper at the Central Wyoming Fairgrounds or contact Bruce for more info. 

            F. Lastly and most important discussion brought up the 2018 Zone Meet in Custer, SD. We need to make a good showing 

and help the Dakota's Chapter, as we well know Zone Meets can be pretty busy. 

              Meeting was adjourned and the Christmas stealing began. 

              Respectfully, 

                  Tammy 



 

 Pikes Peak Chapter SDC  

April 2013 Chapter News  

On March 17TH, the Kerman Stuart Memorial Chili Cook Off Dinner was held at the American Le-

gion Hall Post #5. There were 5 pots of chili to taste and vote on. What a decision to make as all 

were fantastic. The winners of the chili cook off were: 1st Place Marsha White, 2nd Place David 

Batchelor, and 3rd Place Chuck Donkle. A great time was had by all.  

Vice President John Glusick gave his report on CCC upcoming events including revised laws on li-

cense plates and the Forney museum looking for 1933-1942 cars to display. Also upcoming is the 

CCC Havana Cruise June 9th and the CCC Swap Meet Aug 4th. There will be more information in fu-

ture newsletters.  

Members also voted to sponsor a trophy for the 54th SDC International Meet in Tacoma, Washing-

ton.  

Pikes Peak Events Schedule 2018  

April 21st we will tour the Western Museum of Mining and Industry, 225 North Gate Blvd. It is lo-

cated in Colorado Springs off I-25 at exit 156, go east to North Gate Blvd by 9:45 a.m. Lunch and 

meeting will be at Rosie's Diner 411 Hwy 105, Monument around 1 p.m. The hosts for this event 

are: John & Dee Glusick 719/372-3766  

May 20th,chapter event is the Florence Merchants Car Show in downtown Florence, CO 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Members meet in Florence for car show and lunch at Two Sisters Restaurant 11:30 a.m. Spe-

cial to this event is that Dennis Gage from My Classic Car” will be attending. The hosts are John and 

Dee Glusick 719/372-3766.  

JUNE 16th Studebakers on the Lot, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO Gunther Toody's 5794 Palmer 

Park (corner of Palmer Park and Powers) 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lunch and meeting at Gunther Toody’s.  

The host is Earl Chase 719/683-5579  

Secretary Marsha White  
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Pikes Peak Chili Cook Off 

Winners 

1st— Marsha White 

2nd—Dave Batchelor 

3rd—Chuck Donkle 



Studebaker Deals 
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FOR SALE 

1000-4000 lb capacity foldable Shop Crane - $75 

4 caster engine stand - $25 

4 caster engine stand with adjustable base to 

hold long engines (straight 8's) - $30 

4 caster engine and transmission stand (doesn't 

attach it just cradles) - $10 

Glenn Shull 

970-223-4053     g.shull@centurylink.net 

 

1960  Lark Convertible 

Body is straight, repainted metal flake 

brown in 2005, garaged, new top, 

chrome is straight, new brown cloth up-

holstery, 73,000 mile, auto, manual 

steering and brakes, new tail pipe and 

muffler. $10,000 

Carl Mattson  303-884-5884 

1949 Studebaker Champion Business Coupe 

Very good condition inside and out - 3 speed w/OD - 

new tires - no rust - clear coated - runs, drives and 

stops good. $8995 obo - must go  

Steve Thompson    303- 345 -1867  



Pikes Peak Chapter                  Conestoga Chapter 

President: Dan Shake           719-947-3957         President: Deb Hokanson  303-935-8270 

Vice Pres:  John Glusick     719-372-3766         Vice Pres: Jay Hokanson   303-935-8270 

Secretary: Marsha White     719-591-1697     Secretary: Lori Sander   970-396-0359         

Treasure: Chuck Donkle       719-456-2707         Treasure:  Shelia Rink    303-986-6478 

CCCC Rep: John Glusick        719-372-3766          CCCC Rep: Roger Zaner 303-426-8843 

                                                                                     Tour Master: Jay Hokanson  303-935-8270 

                                                                                     Sunshine Fund: Joann Beldt 303-776-3753 

  

Wyoming Chapter                                                    Western Wheels Chapter                                                                                                                               

President: Bruce Berst      307-267-8370              President: Earl Johnson   308-380-8228 

Vice Pres: Rick Hawkins     970-568-0141             Vice Pres: Mary Miller     308-436-5359 

Secretary: Tammy Raver   307-259-7519              Secretary: Stuart Tritt      308-235-3386   

Treasure: Leonard Holler  307-358-3092            Treasure: Perry Meyers   308-783-5144 

Tour Master: Jim Harkins  307-262-6634             Tour Master: Betty Steinwart 308-436-5461 

 

 

The Western Outlook is the newsletter of the Conestoga, Pikes Peak, Western Wheels and 

Wyoming Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club. 

Chapter Officers 
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National Studebaker Drivers Club Membership Application 

Name____________________________________________ 

Spouse___________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________________ 

Studebakers Owned:________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Dues: First Year & Student Rates- $24.00 

US —Regular Membership.- $31.00 –1st class $60.00 

Canada— Regular $39.00- 1st class mail- $60.00 

To join SDC, complete this application & send your check 

or money order in US funds to: 

Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1715 

Maple Grove, MN 55311-7615           Telephone: 763-420-7829 

 


